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What Does It 
Mean to be Like 

Yahshua? 
 

By: Ben Burgett 
 
   What is the true nature of Yahshua, and why does it 
really matter for us to know Him, and to know Him 
well? We all know that He is a loving, compassionate 
Savior, which is 100% true. But what else makes up 
who He is?  
   Let us look into the Scriptures for answers to these 
questions, starting in 1 Samuel 13:13-14, And Samu-
el said to Saul, “You have been foolish. You have 
not guarded the command of Yahweh your Elo-
him, which He commanded you. For now, Yahweh 
would have established your reign over Israel for-
ever. But now your reign is not going to stand. 
Yahweh shall seek for Himself a man after His 
own heart, and Yahweh shall command him to be 
leader over His people, because you have not 
guarded what Yahweh commanded you.” Yahweh 
was looking for a “man after his own heart.”  
   To give an idea of someone who was a type of 
Yahshua, who had many of His characteristics, let us 
read Acts 13:22: And having removed him [Saul], 
He raised up for them David as sovereign, to 
whom also He gave witness and said, “I have found 
David, the son of Jesse, a man after my heart, who 
will do all My will.”  
   Why was King David called a man after His own 
heart? What was it about King David’s personality, 
his nature, that made him like Yahshua? Let us look 
at his own words in Psalms 119:44-48, So I will obey 
your law continually, forever and ever. I will walk 
in liberty, for I have sought your precepts. I will 
also speak of your statutes before kings, and will 
not be disappointed. I will delight myself in your 
commandments, because I love them. I reach out 
my hands for your commandments, which I love. I 
will meditate on your statutes. King David is pro-
fessing how much he loves Yahweh’s Word. He loves 
His teachings.  
   Let us read just one of the verses where King David 
is praising Yahweh and His name: Psalm 100:4, En-
ter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His 
courts with praise. Give thanks to Him; praise His 
Name. King David loves Yahweh’s commands, he 
loves His Name, and he proclaims that we all should 
come before Him with thanks and praise. Psalms 

96:8-9, Ascribe to Yahweh the glory due to His 
Name; bring an offering, and come into His courts. 
Bow yourselves to Yahweh, in the splendour of set-
apartness! Tremble before Him, all the earth.  
   King David, the same as Yahshua, learned to serve 
before he led. He was a shepherd boy, and the first 
time Yahshua came to this earth in the flesh, He came 
to be a servant, to serve His people. When He comes 
the next time, He will come to be King. We see the 
same with King David. He served as a young man, 
and then Yahweh made him king. He chose David 
because of the qualities he saw in him. He had Yah-
weh’s law on his heart and in his mind.  
   Jeremiah 31:33, “For this is the covenant I shall 
make with the house of Israel after those days,” 
declares Yahweh. “I will put My Torah in their 
inward parts, and write it on their hearts. And I 
shall be their Elohim, and they shall be My peo-
ple.” See also Hebrews 10:16. 
   King David was faithful to Yahweh, as was 
Yahshua. 1 Samuel 17:36-37, “Your servant has 
stricken both lion and bear. And this uncircum-
cised Philistine shall be like one of them, seeing he 
has reproached the armies of the living Elohim.” 
And David said, “Yahweh, who delivered me from 
the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear, 
He does deliver me from the hand of this Philis-
tine.” Verses 45-46, But David said to the Philis-
tine, “You come to me with a sword, and with a 
spear, and with a javelin. But I come to you in the 
Name of Yahweh of Hosts, the Elohim of the ar-
mies of Israel, whom you have reproached. This 
day Yahweh shall deliver you into my hand, and I 
shall strike you and take your head from you, and 
give the carcasses of the camp of the Philistines 
today to the birds of the heavens and the wild 
beasts of the earth, so that all the earth may know 
that Elohim is for Israel.” Here we see the true 
faithfulness of David. Even at this young age, David 
was faithful to Yahweh—truly, 100% faithful! He 
was about to go fight a giant in that day and he had 
the faith that Yahweh would deliver him into his hand 
because he walked in Yahweh’s ways. 
   Psalms 40:1-5, I waited, waited for Yahweh; and 
He inclined to me, and heard my cry. And He drew 
me out of the pit of destruction, out of the muddy 
clay, and He set my feet upon a rock. He is estab-
lishing my steps. Then He put a new song in my 
mouth; praise to our Elohim; many do see it and 
fear, and trust in Yahweh. Blessed is that man who 
has made Yahweh his trust, and has not turned to 
the proud, and to those turning aside to falsehood. 
O Yahweh my Elohim, many are the wonders 
which You have done, and Your purposes toward 
us; there is no one to compare with You; I declare 
and speak: they are too many to be numbered. 
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   Here we see that David gives all the praise to Yah-
weh. He is completely humble and faithful, and he 
loves Yahweh’s commandments. David could easily 
take the praise as a king, but he gives Yahweh the 
praise for everything that he has, and everything that 
Yahweh has done for him.  
   2 Timothy 4:7-8 is Paul speaking, but it could also 
be applicable to David, as well as Yahshua: I have 
fought the good fight. I have finished the race. I 
have kept the faith. From now on, the crown of 
righteousness is stored up for me, which the Mas-
ter, the righteous Judge, shall give to me on that 
day, and not to me only but also to all those loving 
His appearing. Paul is saying that he followed Yah-
weh’s commandments throughout this time, and he is 
confident that this is how he will leave this world, as 
one of Yahweh’s. This is also how David and how 
Yahshua were. 
   John 19:30, So when Yahshua took the sour wine 
He said, “It has been accomplished!” And bowing 
His head, He gave up His spirit. Yahshua proclaimed 
that His purpose here on earth was finished and com-
plete. He knew and had the utmost faith that He was 
going back to Yahweh.  
   Let us read Ecclesiastes 12:13. This is for us—it 
says, Let us hear the conclusion of the entire mat-
ter: Fear Elohim and guard His commands, for this 
applies to all mankind! This, as believers, is our pur-
pose here on earth—fear Yahweh and keep His com-
mandments. This is really what ties in for me how 
Yahshua saw David and said that he was a man after 
Yahweh’s own heart. He loved Yahweh’s law, he 
loved his commandments, and Yahweh said that His 
commands are not burdensome or grievous. We are 
seeing the nature of Yahshua and the characteristics 
He identifies with—the love of Yahweh, the love of 
His law, and 100% faithfulness to it.  
   Out in society we all have people we look up to. 
There are those who play sports that are impressive to 
me, but there is no one that I would really consider a 
hero. But I do have people that I look up to, such as 
my own grandmother. She followed Yahweh’s law 
until she passed away at a very old age. I cannot ask 
for any more than that. When I am ready to die, can I 
say that I walked in His ways all of my life? Did I ever 
turn away from Him? This is the same as David and 
Yahshua. They stayed faithful up to the very end. This 
was their nature.  
   It would be very impressive if Yahweh was able to 
say about one of us what He said about Job. Job 2:1-
10, Again the day came to be that the sons of Elo-
him came to present themselves before Yahweh, 
and Satan also came among them to present himself 
before Yahweh. And Yahweh said to Satan, “From 
where do you come?” And Satan answered Yahweh 
and said, “From diligently searching in the earth, 

and from walking up and down in it.” And Yahweh 
said to Satan, “Have you considered My servant 
Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a per-
fect and straight man, one who fears Elohim and 
turns aside from evil? And still he holds fast to his 
integrity, although you incited Me against him, to 
destroy him without cause.” And Satan said, “Skin 
for skin, and all that a man has he would give for 
his life! But stretch out Your hand, please, and 
strike his flesh—if he would not curse You to Your 
face!” And Yahweh said to Satan, “See, he is in 
your hand, only spare his life.” And Satan went out 
from the presence of Yahweh, and struck Job with 
loathsome sores from the sole of his foot to the 
crown of his head. And he took a potsherd with 
which to scrape himself while he sat in the midst of 
the ashes. And his wife said to him, “Do you still 
hold fast to your integrity? Curse Elohim and die!” 
But he said to her, “You speak as one of the foolish 
women speaks. Indeed, should we accept only good 
from Elohim, and not accept evil?” In all this Job 
did not sin with his lips. 
   In chapter one of Job, Satan asked Yahweh why Job 
followed Him, and he stated that it was because Yah-
weh put a hedge of protection around him, because he 
followed Yahweh’s commandments. Wouldn’t that be 
so nice to have Yahweh point us out and ask, “Have 
you considered this person? Have you considered this 
servant, who I trust so much, to let this happen?” Ob-
viously, what happened to Job was terrible, but imag-
ine being in that position where Yahweh can say, 
“Look at this one. This is my servant. What about 
him?” I would hope one day that I could even come 
close to achieving that. That is what is impressive to 
me. 
   That is what happened to Yahshua. Satan tempted 
Him multiple times. How did Yahshua answer him? 
He answered him through the Torah—the law. He 
spoke the Word to Satan and turned him away. He 
stayed faithful and true to Yahweh, even through the 
direct temptation of Satan. Who Yahshua was on this 
earth, and now in heaven, was to serve Yahweh, and 
not Himself. Everything He is about is to bring us back 
to Yahweh.  
   Considering the end times when false messiahs and 
prophets will be trying to deceive even the very elect, 
people may actually be turned away from the faith be-
cause they will think the messiah has come, when He 
really hasn’t. If you don’t really know who He is, and 
if all you have is an idea of a loving, graceful shep-
herd, then you are missing out on His other half. He is 
the embodiment of Torah—all of it—the law, the 
grace, and the faithfulness. If you are just familiar with 
one side of Him, you could be led away. This is why it 
is so important to really know who your Messiah is. 
   Yahshua told us of this time in Matthew 24:25-35, 
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See, I have forewarned you. So if they say to you 
“Look, He is in the desert!” do not go out; or 
“Look, He is in the inner rooms!” do not believe. 
For as the lightning comes from the east and shines 
to the west, so shall the coming of the Son of Adam 
be. For wherever the dead body is, there the vul-
tures shall be gathered together. And immediately 
after the distress of those days, the sun shall be 
darkened, and the moon shall not give its light, and 
the stars shall fall from the heaven, and the powers 
of the heavens shall be shaken. And then the sign of 
the Son of Adam shall appear in the heaven, and 
then all the tribes of the earth shall mourn, and they 
shall see the Son of Adam coming on the clouds of 
the heaven with power and much esteem. And He 
shall send His messengers with a great sound of a 
trumpet, and they shall gather together His chosen 
ones from the four winds, from one end of the heav-
ens to the other. And learn this parable from the fig 
tree: When its branch has already become tender 
and puts forth leaves, you know that the summer is 
near. So you also, when you see all these, know that 
He is near, at the doors. Truly, I say to you, this 
generation shall by no means pass away until all 
this takes place. The heaven and the earth shall pass 
away, but My words shall by no means pass away. 
   Yahshua is warning of those who are saying that the 
messiah is here, when all these other things must hap-
pen. This fig tree could possibly refer to Israel becom-
ing a nation, and in that generation, all of this will take 
place. When Yahshua speaks of all temporal things 
passing away, He emphasizes that His teachings are 
eternal. Psalms 119:160, The sum of Your word is 
truth, and all Your righteous right-rulings are for-
ever. The way I think I would know the true Messiah, 
is the One who upholds Yahweh’s law, because this 
law is eternal. It does not pass away. The One who we 
see that is following in His law, and who shows the 
fruit of who He is, THAT is the true Messiah. He who 
does not walk fully in Yahweh’s law is a false messiah.  
   Considering the fact that His laws are eternal, when 
we think about our known laws of physics, which are 
supposedly “set in stone,” those can change depending 
on, for example, the different sizes of objects, and the 
different places they are in the universe. The very fun-
damentals that we build our cities and infrastructures 
on change in other places. But Yahweh says that He is 
unchangeable, and that His laws last forever. That is 
powerful, and something that we can’t fully under-
stand. Those laws were before us. It is beyond our hu-
man comprehension to know how Yahweh has existed 
for eternity. His laws predate humankind, and will last 
forever into the future. Once the Kingdom comes, it 
will still be in effect.  
   You may think that, even if the false messiahs and 

prophets try to lead away the elect, they will be able to 
discern the truth. But these deceivers will be very con-
vincing and will show signs and miracles that could be 
hard to imagine they could not be of Yahweh. So be 
very careful—be careful who you follow. Things might 
seem marvelous and miraculous in our eyes, but if it 
doesn’t coincide with Yahweh’s laws—His way of life 
that He instructs us in His Word—it is false.  
   As I said, Yahshua, the true Messiah, is the embodi-
ment of Torah. He is faithful and true. Revelation 
19:11, And I saw heaven opened, and there was a 
white horse. And He who sat on him was called 
Trustworthy and True, and in righteousness He 
judges and fights. Verse 13, …having been dressed 
in a robe dipped in blood—and His Name is called: 
the Word of Yahweh. Here we see both His faithful-
ness unto death, He was 100% faithful, and the law 
which He embodies, is truth. He is the Word of Yah-
weh. 
   This is truly what Yahshua’s nature is. That is why I 
believe He chose King David as a man after His own 
heart. When we think about our Messiah, we should 
not just think of the blood He shed for us, and the for-
giveness of our sins, which are, of course, of para-
mount importance. But let us also consider His utter 
faithfulness unto death, how much He loved Yahweh 
and His teachings, His plan of salvation, and how He is 
our Supreme Example to follow! 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 

Yahshua vs. Jesus 

 

   There is a major misnomer that exists out in the world 

today; not only in the world, but it is creeping into the As-

semblies as well. The misnomer is this: “The name of 

Yahshua and Jesus belong to the same person—they are the 

same thing. There’s no difference between them. One of 

them comes from an ancient language, one of them comes 

from a more modern language. One is in Hebrew, one in 

Greek, but they are both the same, and belong to the same 

individual.”  

 

Nothing could be further from the truth!  

 

   Most of the religions in the world have two things in com-

mon. They claim that their religion is founded on biblical 

standards found in the Scriptures. Yet, they all mold the 

Scriptures to fit their needs and their desires. The Name of 

the Savior is not any different. To read more about this sub-

ject, request our free booklet: “Yahshua vs. Jesus.” May 

Yahweh bless you as you seek His truth! 
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Followers 
of the  
Way (Pt. 3) 

 

By:  Jack Weeks 
 

   My prayer and hope in writing this article is to en-
courage you to stay strong in the faith.  I would like 
for you to consider for just a moment why all the 
prophets sent by Almighty Yahweh, throughout the 
generations, and the history of the Sacred Scriptures, 
and even Yahshua was sent to turn the people back 
to the keeping of the Commandments of Yahweh, 
including the consequences if we did not. 
   This is a prophetic passage of the Kingdom age—
and the age to come.  Please read Jeremiah 6:16-19.  
Yahweh said in Jeremiah 9:13, ...because they 
have forsaken My law which I set before them 
and have not obeyed My voice, nor walked in it 
(see also Jeremiah 16:11; Jeremiah 32:23; Daniel 
9:11-13).   
   Yes all Israel has truly transgressed Yahweh’s 
Law.  And there are other scriptures that can be used 
for examples.  Down through history, Almighty Yah-
weh expected His Laws to be obeyed. 
   It’s vital to know what Yahweh says about behav-
ior that runs counter to His eternal spiritual law.  All 
of us stand equally before Yahweh as sinners in need 
of forgiveness, Romans 3:23, for all have sinned 
and have fallen short of the glory of Yahweh.  
   Yahweh’s law defines how we should live. When 
we cross the line into disobedience and sin, there are 
going to be consequences. There may be times when 
we finally have to admit to ourselves that we are at 
our lowest point, and we are trapped with no way 
out. It is there and then that our genuine cry for help 
from Yahweh and His Son Yahshua will be heard. 
   Brothers and Sisters in The Way, it doesn’t matter 
how far you have fallen, or how hopelessly mired 
down you are in sin and circumstances. Yahweh is 
able to reach down and lift you out. Please read this 

again several times. Until a person realizes they are 
drowning, they don’t cry out for help. A person has 
to know they are lost before they desire to be found. 
   Only you know your inner heart—you and your 
Creator. I can assure you, Yahweh doesn’t just pull 
you out and then abandon you. He cleans you up by 
His Holy Spirit. He sets your feet firmly on the 
Rock, Who is Yahshua, where you are able to stand 
firmly on the Word. It’s during this time you are be-
ing restored to His original plan for your life. In your 
gratitude, you will give Yahweh praise through your 
testimony to others. 
   There is a story in the Sacred Scriptures that I hope 
you will read. You have probably read it already sev-
eral times. But I feel this article is especially for a 
brother or sister who has forgotten just how much 
they are loved and needed. It’s in Luke 15:20-24, 
And having risen, he went to his father. And 
while he was still a long way off, his father saw 
him and was moved with compassion, and ran 
and fell on his neck and kissed him. And the son 
said to him, “Father, I have sinned against heav-
en, and before you, and I am no longer worthy to 
be called your son.” But the father said to his 
servants, “Bring out the best robe and put it on 
him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on 
his feet. And bring the fattened calf here and 
slaughter it, and let us eat and rejoice, because 
this son of mine was dead and is alive again, and 
he was lost and is found.” And they began to re-
joice! 
   Our Heavenly Father Yahweh is the same way—
showing love and compassion to a repentant child! 
You must know in your heart, you are welcomed 
home, not as a servant who would have to work for 
acceptance, but still as a son or daughter you are, and 
never stopped being fully restored to the Father by 
grace in love, because of what Yahshua did for all 
those who are truly sorry for their sins and obedient.  
   Here is something you may not know. The robe the 
father gave to the son represents righteousness. The 
ring represents authority. The shoes represent son-
ship or daughter ship, not servant-hood. It is immedi-
ate acceptance and restoration. What a marvelous act 
of grace, mercy and love on the father’s part. Most 
important, thank Yahweh for accepting you as a son 
or daughter. Think about His mercy and love to-
wards you. 
   If we are to be successful followers of Yahshua 
and do the type of works He did, we must realize our 
same source of power is Yahweh’s Holy Spirit.  
Yahshua Himself recognized how truly important it 
was for Him to acknowledge the true source of His 
anointing and power. He never did anything alone. 
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   Yahshua took all our burdens on Himself so we 
could be free to live and walk the blessed life He 
planned for us. Now I urge you to forget your 
past—to live in this moment, because that’s all we 
have—right now! 
   Read Philippians 3:13-14, Brethren, I count 
not myself to have laid hold of it yet: but this 
one thing I do, forgetting those things which are 
behind, and reaching forth unto those things 
which are before, I press on toward the mark 
for the prize of the high calling of Elohim in the 
Messiah Yahshua! 
   Put your past behind you and begin to trust in 
Yahweh one day at a time with your future. Al-
ways remember Yahweh is omnipresent, that is, 
everywhere present at all times. The next time you 
feel overwhelmed, ready to just give up because 
you are facing the pressures of life, then just drop 
everything and begin praying, and the peace of 
Yahshua will enter in and the Holy Spirt will guide 
you to make the right decisions. 
   And possibly, life may seem unbearable because 
of the fact that Yahweh has allowed a certain thing 
to happen in your life. You have no idea how 
strong you really are until you are tested, and just 
maybe Yahweh is also trying to help you in this 
area of life. Instead of running from whatever is 
bothering you, turn to Him by putting your com-
plete trust in His power and love! His Word says 
He will never put upon us more than we can bear. 
   If you look back at all the times when you didn’t 
think you could go on, the pressure seemed un-
bearable, but somehow it did not defeat you. You 
had the strength to get up one more day. And you 
kept going when you didn’t feel you had anything 
left. 
   Yahweh knows what struggles you are facing, 
whether they are financial struggles, relationship 
struggles, raising children, or maybe even dealing 
with an illness. You can’t go around thinking, this 
is too much! I can’t do this! Because you are al-
ready admitting defeat. Here is a key to remember: 
you simply have to get in agreement with and have 
faith in Yahweh. Quit looking at things you can’t 
do. Have a new outlook, a new perspective: I can 
do all things through the Messiah Yahshua who 
strengthens me. 
   When you start seeing yourself as strong, em-
powered and well able because you are anointed 
and empowered by Yahweh’s Holy Spirit, then 
that, in essence, is the mind and power of Yahweh, 
which was also bestowed upon Yahshua, and will 
enable you to face whatever obstacle is in your 
way. 

   The Holy Spirit is placed within those who are 
baptized into the saving Name of Yahshua the 
Messiah through the laying on of hands of the el-
ders. Through this power, a person receives Yah-
weh’s strength to overcome sin and live a repentant 
life. 
   My hopes and prayers, brothers and sisters, are 
that you discover Yahweh is going to keep pushing 
you forward, showing you signs of His favor.  
Sometimes you have to go by what you know, not 
by what you feel. 
   In these end times, we will be tested. You may 
feel weak, intimidated and yes, overwhelmed, but 
you were created to overcome and were born with 
what you need to defeat what’s trying to stop you. 
   When you feel weak, you need to say, “I am 
strong!” When you feel overwhelmed you need to 
say, “I can do all things through Yahshua.” You 
can handle it with Yahweh’s Holy Spirit within 
you. 
   These things will be evidence that you are a 
strong and courageous individual. Some people 
may not be able to bear or overcome it. You will 
discover things in you that you didn’t know you 
had. 
   There are so many stories in the Sacred Scrip-
tures to prepare us for these end times. You are 
about to see Yahweh do things that you couldn’t 
do, turn situations around that look permanent, and 
open doors that no person could close. 
      How many of our patriarchs and believers in 
Yahweh felt overwhelmed in their lives? Here are 
a few examples: Moses, Abraham, Gideon, David, 
Daniel, etc. What I hope you will learn in these 
troubled times ahead is to invite Yahweh into your 
difficulties. What is even more powerful than Yah-
weh removing circumstances, is when Yahweh 
comes in and begins to change things. You start 
feeling His presence (Holy Spirit). Yahweh comes 
in and gives you favor despite who is trying to 
tempt you or push you down. Yahweh comes in 
and gives you strength that you cannot explain!  
He will give you grace to outlast what should have 
stopped you. 
   Here is another key to remember. If you are only 
focused on Yahweh bringing you out, rather than 
enduring for a certain time, you’re going to be 
frustrated. With all our examples of the patriarchs 
and believers in Yahweh, Yahweh was always with 
them, and eventually brought them through. 
   David says in Psalm 23, Though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will 
fear no evil because You are with me. 
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   When you know Yahweh is with you, when 
you invite Him into your struggles, your situa-
tion, you won’t be complaining about the trouble 
or worried about how it’s going to work out. You 
WILL have peace in the midst of the storm. 
   Remember the story of Daniel in Chapter 3. 
When King Nebuchadnezzar threw Daniel and 
his friends into a fiery furnace, there was a fourth 
person in there with them! HalleluYah! Yahweh 
did not prevent them from going into the fire, alt-
hough He could have! He parted the Red Sea. He 
opened blind eyes, and made lame men walk. 
Sometimes He allows us to walk through the fire, 
or to the water’s edge, and then brings us through 
unharmed and richer in faith! 
   Whatever it is you’re going through, Yahweh 
uses these adversities to move us into our desti-
ny. We may never know Yahweh’s power if we 
are never thrown into a fire. You will not know 
Yahweh is a healer if you never face an illness. 
Always know this: When Yahweh is with you, 
you cannot be defeated. 
   Try a new outlook in life’s struggles. Instead of 
fighting or struggling against things that are not 
fair, things that you don’t understand, try to real-
ize that Yahweh has a purpose for it. Ask Yah-
weh to be there with you, giving you strength to 
endure for as long as it takes to accomplish His 
will.  
   The purpose is not so you will be miserable and 
live frustrated and worried. The main purpose is 
so Yahweh can show His glory through you, so 
other people can see His power and favor in your 
life. Without great tests, you will not have a great 
testimony. You have to start showing you believe 
and trust in Yahweh. No matter what you are go-
ing through in these end times, Yahshua is our 
example to follow in difficult and trying circum-
stances. We, as brothers and sisters, will more 
than ever need to draw close to one another. Our 
righteous response to this “Cancel Culture” may 
vilify us. Those who cling to “old beliefs” such 
as biblical values will be labeled as bigots, haters, 
homophobes and worse. We will be treated as 
such by governments, employers, employees and 
schools. But do not be discouraged. They hated 
our beloved Yahshua without a cause. Be strong 
in the Master and in the power of His might. 
With Yahweh’s Holy Spirit within us, we will 
not be defeated by the enemy, but will be victori-
ous in our lives. 
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
   You can now donate to Yahweh’s Assembly 

in Messiah via PayPal on our website. Al-

though there is a small fee (2.5%) that we in-

cur for each PayPal transaction, we have been 

asked to add this to our website as it is an eas-

ier, and simpler method of donating for some 

people. If you need help, or have any ques-

tions, please let us know.  
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   Many of us who are in Sacred Name congregations to-
day were raised in Sunday-keeping churches. Along with 
Sunday worship, we celebrated Christmas, Easter and, in 
some cases, other religious observances. If one has an 
open mind to all of Yahweh's teachings, and is intent on 
doing what pleases Him, it is pretty easy to see the error of 
our former ways. It's easy to see that the seventh day of the 
week is Sabbath, not the first day. It's easy to see that Yah-
weh's holy days (feasts), as listed in Leviticus 23, are still 
to be kept.  
   Giving up the celebration of Easter isn't hard once we 
see all the pagan things associated with it (the origin of the 
word Easter, the Friday execution of the Messiah and the 
resurrection a day and a half later, Easter eggs and rabbits, 
etc.). The fact that the correct observance of Passover and 
the Feast of Unleavened Bread occur at roughly the same 
time of the year helps the new believer to give up the East-
er remembrance.  
   But what about the Christmas celebration? Giving up the 
celebration of Christmas is quite often a big decision on 
the part of the new believer. We readily see the fallacies 
associated with Christmas (decorated trees, holly, mistle-
toe, pagan winter solstice festivals, outrageous gift-giving 
that puts many into debt, etc.). But it's hard to give up 
what, to many, has been the pre-eminent holiday of the 
year, especially with no high holy day falling at this time 
to replace it. 
A couple of questions come to mind: (1) When was the 
Savior really born; and (2) Is it wrong to remember His 
birth at the correct time of the year? What does the Bible 
have to say about it? The Biblical calendar is not the same 
as the world's calendar. The world's calendar, technically 
called the Gregorian calendar and named for Pope Grego-
ry XIII, starts off with the first month being January, win-
ter in the northern hemisphere. On Yahweh's calendar, the 
year starts with the month of Abib that occurs during the 
spring in the northern hemisphere. It falls in either March 
or April on the Gregorian calendar. The Feast of Unleav-
ened Bread occurs in the month of Abib (Leviticus 23:5-
7).  
   To correctly calculate when Yahweh's year begins is 
very important. It helps us figure out when Yahshua was 
actually born from some specific verses of Scripture. In 
the first part of Luke 1, we see that the angel, Gabriel, ap-
peared to Zechariah, the husband of Elisabeth, Mary's 
cousin. Zechariah was a priest in the temple in Jerusalem. 
Part of his job was to burn incense (Luke 1:9). In 1 Chron-
icles 24, we read of the 24 divisions (courses) of the sons 
of Aaron who were assigned priestly duties. These duties 

fell to Eleazar's 16 sons and to Ithamar's 8 sons (1 Chroni-
cles 24:4). Luke 1:5 tells us that Zechariah was a descend-
ant of Abiah (Abiyah). The 24 divisions were assigned a 
specific order in which they would perform their priestly 
functions in the temple every year (1 Chronicles 24:7-19). 
The priests in Zechariah’s division, AbiYah, performed 
their priestly duties in the 8th order of the year (1 Chroni-
cles 24:10). With each year having about 50 weeks and 24 
priestly tours of duty during the year, one understands that 
each tour of duty lasted about two weeks. Gabriel an-
nounced to Zechariah during his time of service in the 
temple that Elisabeth would have a son, and that his name 
would be called John. The 8th order of the temple duty 
cycle would have been the last two weeks of the fourth 
Biblical month of the year. When Zechariah’s service in 
the temple was over, he went back home to Elisabeth 
(Luke 1:23). Luke 1:24 tells us that, after those days, Elis-
abeth conceived and hid herself for five months. Her con-
ception would have occurred at the beginning of the fifth 
Biblical month. 
   In Luke 1:26, we see the angel, Gabriel, appearing to 
Mary at the time of Elisabeth's sixth month of pregnancy. 
This visit of Gabriel was to announce to Mary that she 
should conceive by an act of Yahweh's Holy Spirit. In 
Luke 1:26, Gabriel tells Mary that her cousin, Elisabeth, 
has also conceived and that this is the 6th month with her, 
meaning that Mary conceived in the tenth month of the 
Biblical year. 
~ Beginning of 5th month - Elisabeth conceives 
~ Beginning of 6th month - Elisabeth's 2nd month of preg-
nancy 
~ Beginning of 7th month - Elisabeth's 3rd month of preg-
nancy 
~ Beginning of 8th month - Elisabeth's 4th month of preg-
nancy 
~ Beginning of 9th month - Elisabeth's 5th month of preg-
nancy 
~ Beginning of 10th month - Elisabeth's 6th month of 
pregnancy and Mary conceives 
   In a normal pregnancy, the gestation period is about 280 
days. If Mary conceived at the beginning of the tenth Bib-
lical month (roughly the last part of December) and carried 
the baby for a normal duration of 280 days, Yahshua 
would have been born about the middle of the 7th Biblical 
month, that is, about the time of the Feast of Tabernacles. 
As it was commanded to Abraham to circumcise the new-
born males on their 8th day of life (Genesis 17:12), 
Yahshua would have had His circumcision at about the 
time of the Last Great Day. My point in writing that last 

By: Mike Sumerall 

Unto Us a 

Child Is Born 
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paragraph is not to dogmatically state that Yahshua was 
born on a high day. He may not have been. As we know 
from watching for new moons, our yearly high holy day 
celebrations do not occur on the same Gregorian calendar 
date each year. These can vary by a few weeks from year 
to year. But I want to point out the time of year (not the 
exact date) when these events occurred. This would tell us 
definitively that Yahshua was not born at the end of De-
cember when the world says He was. 
   Should we, as believers, celebrate His birth at the correct 
time--during the 7th Biblical month of the year? A couple 
of things are certain. There is no commandment in the Bi-
ble that we have to celebrate Yahshua’s birthday. Any re-
membrance we have should not contain the pagan-derived 
customs associated with Christmas (decorated trees, holly, 
mistletoe, outrageous gift-giving, drunkenness, etc.). 
   Leviticus 23:40 commands us to ...rejoice before Yah-
weh your Elohim seven days (at the Feast of Tabernacles). 
The remembrance of His miraculous birth gives us one 
more thing to rejoice about. Had Yahshua not been born, 
He would not have been put to death, nor would He have 
been resurrected, making our salvation possible. So I ask 
you, is His birth something we can rejoice about? Can this 
additional remembrance of Yahshua's birth give us some-
thing else to rejoice about and help us to keep the com-
mandment to Rejoice before Yahweh your Elohim seven 
days? 
   The wise men from the East (Matthew 2) brought fine 
gifts to the baby, Yahshua. We, as believers, are already 
commanded in Deuteronomy 16:16-17 to appear before 

Yahweh our Elohim three times each year (including the 
Feast of Tabernacles), and not to appear empty (handed). 
Every man shall give as he is able, according to the bless-
ings which Yahweh his Elohim has given him. Wouldn't 
this be an acceptable time to give a special gift to Yahweh 
in remembrance of the gift of His Son, which He freely 
gave us? 

SUMMARY 
 

~ The Savior's birthday was not in December. 
~ It is wrong to add pagan-derived customs to anything. 
~ As nearly as we can tell from the Bible, Yahshua was 
conceived at the beginning of the 10th Biblical month and 
was born in the middle of the 7th Biblical month. 
~ We have no commandment that requires us to remember 
or celebrate Yahshua's birth. 
~ We do, however, already have a commandment to as-
semble ourselves at this time of year for high holy day 
observances. 
~ We do have a commandment to rejoice at this time of 
year. Remembering His glorious birth is but one more rea-
son to rejoice. 
~ We do have a commandment to give offerings to Yah-
weh at this time of year. What better time to give a gift out 
of gratitude to and for the Savior! 
   The world may criticize Yahweh's children for not cele-
brating Christmas; but maybe by following the truths 
found in the Bible, we can show that we do remember His 
birth. However, we remember it at the correct time and in 
the correct way. 
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W 
hen a businessman posts a help wanted 

advertisement for a position of respon-

sibility in his company, the posting will 

nearly always have a “requirements” section—a list 

of the qualifications a job seeker must have in order 

to be considered for the position. These postings 

will usually list education, experience, tempera-

ment, and other personal accomplishments or char-

acteristics necessary for the applicant to be success-

ful in the position. Similarly, in His recorded word, 

Yahweh explicitly states the requirements for those 

being considered for a position in His government. 

 

In Deuteronomy 10:12-13, Yahweh tells us: And 

now, Israel, what does Yahweh your Elohim re-

quire of you, but to fear Yahweh your Elohim, 

to walk in all His ways, to love Him, to serve 

Yahweh your Elohim with all your heart and 

with all your soul, and to keep the command-

ments and statutes of Yahweh, which I am com-

manding you today for your good.  Through Mo-

ses, He tells us that He is looking for men and 

women who “fear” (Strong’s H3372: “to fear; mor-

ally to revere...”) Him—those who show Him the 

respect and obedience due their commander or 

boss. He also seeks those who “walk in all His 

ways”—those who act as He acts, think as He 

thinks, and work as He works. He also posts the 

requirement that those applying for a position in 

His government “love Him”, that is, that the appli-

cants have a personal affection for Him and feel a 

natural camaraderie with Him.  

 

In Deuteronomy 6:5, we find that He is looking 

for men and women who will “love Yahweh [their] 

Elohim with all [their] heart, and with all [their] 

being, and with all [their] strength”. He also tells 

them (us) that they must also be willing to “serve” 

Him—to work for Him and be a valuable tool on 

His staff. He’s looking for someone who’s willing 

to work! Finally, He says He needs applicants who 

are willing to “keep the commandments”—follow 

His instructions carefully, precisely, obediently, 

and willingly. He’s looking for applicants who are 

able and willing to follow orders! 

 

Much later in Scriptural history, we see the wise 

writer of the Book of Proverbs, after detailing all 

his wisdom and guidance on life, once again post-

ing his boss’s job requirements saying that the 

“conclusion of the whole matter [is to] fear Elo-

him, and keep His commandments; for this ap-

plies to every man.” Once again, we see the in-

stance on showing respect for the boss and follow-

ing his orders. The help-wanted posting of our Cre-

ator is consistent over time! 

 

Again later, via one of His inspired spokesmen, 

“boss” Yahweh states: ...what does Yahweh re-

quire of you, but to do justice, and to love mer-

cy, and to walk humbly with your Elohim 

(Micah 6:8).  

 

He tells us that He is seeking those who will “do 

justice”—and make wise, honest, and fair decisions 

and judgments. He wants team members who are 

incorruptible and clear in their decisions, whether 

for praise or condemnation! Yet these applicants 

must also “love mercy”—they should be kind, and 

not desiring to harm or punish anyone. They must 

have compassion, but within the rules and decisions 

set out by the boss. They are also to “walk humbly” 

with their boss—they should not have an arrogant 

demeanor. They should not desire His position as 
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boss, as His adversary did so many centuries before 

(Isaiah 14:13-14)! 

 

When the Boss’s Son was asked by a fellow Israelite 

just what he should do to have a permanent position in 

the firm (what good thing shall I do to inherit eter-

nal life, Matthew 19:16; Mark 10:17; and Luke 

18:18), He replied by detailing many of the require-

ments of the job: The applicant must live a moral and 

decent life, one without evil or hatred or inordinate 

cravings. Yahweh wants “employees” who properly 

represent Him, who demonstrate upstanding moral 

leadership, who are trustworthy, and who show proper 

respect to those in natural positions of authority over 

them. In short, He wants only the “perfect employee” 

to join His firm (Matthew 5:48, You be perfect even 

as your Father in heaven is perfect). 

 

That’s quite a resume our “Boss” is looking for, and 

expects from us—the applicants—for positions in His 

firm. Thank Yahweh that He has given us both the 

will and ability (Philippians 2:13) to accomplish 

those things He requires of us! Thank Yahweh that He 

is willing to overlook prior shortcomings, once we 

turn away from our errors of the past, and accept the 

Ransom He provides in order to make us right with 

Him!  

 

Let’s accept those gifts of forgiveness of debt, and the 

desire and ability to accomplish all He expects of us. 

Then let’s go on to advance, and excel in the develop-

ment of those job requirements of perfect moral char-

acter, knowledge, wisdom, meekness, kindness, trust-

worthiness, and industriousness that He requires of all 

those qualified to respond to His help-wanted ad.  

 

He knows we can do it! His Son is guiding us through 

the application process and mentoring us in the job 

requirements. What shall we then say to these 

things? If Yahweh is for us, who can be against us 

(Romans 8:31) 

HalleluYah! 

   Our Sabbath service videos are on 

YouTube. It is surprising to see how many 

videos appear when you do a YouTube 

search for “Yahweh’s Assembly in Messi-

ah.” If you are looking just for our service 

videos, we have our own channel, which 

will say, “by Yahweh’s Assembly in Mes-

siah” as opposed to other organizations. 

   Please give us your thoughts and input as 

to quality, etc. The more modern TVs 

(“Smart TVs”) have the capability of view-

ing YouTube videos as long as the owner 

has internet capabilities on their television.  

   Technology can be a tremendous benefit, 

but we must make certain it is used in its 

proper position. Yahweh’s Word should 

always come first, and it is very easy to get 

preoccupied with the technology updates, 

upgrades, web-surfing and all that goes 

with it! 

   Sister Erin has been backed up, working 

on the Sabbath service DVDs, so please be 

patient. We’re trying very hard to get 

caught up, including all the services each 

day during the Feast of Tabernacles. (If 

you’d like a DVD of one of the services, 

please let us know, and she will make one 

for you!) 

   Also, we have disabled comments on the 

YouTube videos to avoid disagreements in 

doctrine, etc. May Yahweh bless all who 

seek Him! 
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Doctrine of Demons 
PART 2 

 
By Joey Griffin 

Who and where are the true 
partakers of the Covenant? 

 
   We are experiencing a decline in our assemblies 
(and the “churches” too).  The younger folks are 
walking away from truth and seeking “easier, soft-
er methods to follow.”  The older generations are 
slowly dissipating because they notice the genera-
tional separation—and it can be discouraging, es-
pecially when the younger do not value to wisdom 
of the older. We’re losing touch with one another., 
just as Messiah proclaimed in Matthew 24: 
 
“Many will fall away” 24:10 
 
“False prophets will arise “  24:11 
 
“Because of lawlessness many peoples love will 
grow cold”  24:12 
 
“False prophets and false Messiahs will lead 
even the elect away if possible”  24:24 
 
“Behold I have told you in advance”  24:25 
 
   All these events are already happening and 
many more. Our teachers are failing us. The main-
stream Christian churches are being deceived and 
it’s running over into our families’ lives.  We 
have too close of a connection with the world, and 
there are SO MANY of our “modern-day teach-
ers” misinterpreting Scripture. This misinterpreta-
tion, also known as “perversion of Scripture” usu-
ally comes from people who are ashamed of 
things they’ve done, and look for ways to justify 
themselves (see John 15:7-8, which correlates to 
John 8:31, 2nd John 9, and 1st John 2:28). 
   The vast majority of these inaccurate teachings 
come from a lack of knowledge, in compliance to 
2nd Timothy 2:15. Never—I repeat--never take the 
advice of another man who manipulates Scrip-

tures to meet his own personal desires. See Colos-
sians 2:8, 3:25, 2nd Timothy 4:3 and 2nd Thess. 
2:11, or you will be held responsible for his 
wrong teaching!  And the worst part is, you who 
are improperly taught will take what you have 
never researched and improperly teach someone 
else (see Matt. 23:15, James 3:1, and 1st Timo-
thy 1:6-7).  This all falls back on the teacher.  But 
as Matthew says, It makes the listener twice as 
much a son of hell—for his lack of searching for 
truth (James 2:20 and Matt. 5:17-20). 
   Anti-nomian doctrine seems to be one of the 
biggest errors in the Christian faith, and although 
Messiah and James faced this issue head on, the 
branches who are grafted in just don’t get it and 
have perverted the Scriptures to meet their desires, 
2nd Peter 3:16. And in their lack of understand-
ing, they procure their own destruction!  
    Let’s take a look at a few words from the Greek 
which will help clear up some errors very easily: 
 
     #1.)  Unrighteousness = #458 Gk.—Anomia—
really should be rendered “lawlessness”—it  
              means “anti nomian”—without the law. 
     #2.)  Lawfulness--#3551 Gk.—nomos—the 
opposite of anomia—and is used for those who  
              keep the law  (the exact opposite of ano-
mia). 
     #3.)  Righteousness--#1343—dikaiosune—
This word is used to describe those who are just, 
              and found to be righteous—which was 
only imputed to those who were lawful.  The 
              opposite of anomia is nomian. 
   Since the beginning of time, our heavenly Fa-
ther has been seeking a people for “His Name 
sake”  (Isa. 43:6-7, 48:9, Mal. 3:16-18, etc.)—
those He created for His own glory!  He has set a 
covenant and statutes in place (way before the law 
of Moses) that will determine exactly who are 
His—by their actions, or their fruit, as scriptures 
call it (John 15:7-8. Matt. 7:15-19).  Notice there 
are “good fruits” and “bad fruits”. Bad fruit bear-
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ers “will be gathered and destroyed”—not my 
words, but Messiah’s. 
   If your name is blotted out of the Book of Life, 
then apparently, at one time, it was written there! 
That means at one time “we were accepted” but 
then our actions (or fruit) were found to be “not 
acceptable” and our names would, as a conse-
quence, be removed. The most devastating words 
to hear would be, “Depart from Me … I never 
knew you” (Matt. 7:23). Read Matt. 5:20, 16:16
-17, 19:16-19; Luke 18:18-20; Mark 4:16-19, 
13:13.  Only the ones that are faithful to the end 
will be saved—not the ones who give up halfway 
(Matt. 24:13 and Matt. 10:23). These are Messi-
ah’s words! 
     Today we have preachers, teachers, pastors, 
chaplains, deacons, etc. who are running around 
trying to impress people with inaccurate teachings 
and misquoted verses, so that they may appear 
righteous. They are perverting the Scriptures to 
say what they want them to say, as they mislead 
the sheep with no knowledge! We have preachers 
who are using tobacco, drinking liquor and doing 
other drugs, chasing after women, (or men) who 
tell you they live according to the Word?!?!  
Whose word? 
     Are these our Brothers? Are they qualified to 
be “leaders of the flock?”  Most cannot manage a 
pure lifestyle, yet tell others how to live their own 
lives.  How does that work?  You get a priest who 
is not allowed to be married or have children and 
then appoint him over an orphanage, or a ministry 
which gives advice on how to raise your children?  
Am I missing something here?  Or give advice to 
a married couple on relationships?  Or even better, 
sexual advice?  
   Wow! I can’t be the only one who sees this!  
One religious group would not be having such an 
outpouring of victims if there was no problem. Let 
us see what could possibly be missing? 
      Qualifications for Elders-Deacons, Preachers, 
Pastors, Priests, etc.  1 Timothy 3:1-10, Titus 1:5
-10, 16. 
     A preacher, deacon, priest, pastor (all the same 
ministers of the Word), should be the husband of 
one wife (at a time), let his children be under his 
control, and believers, (which shows he is living a 
righteous life. They should not be addicted to 
wine (or other substances I’m sure) which would 
include drugs or tobacco, or money, or women, 
etc. Even food fits in here—things which can con-
trol or influence us.  See 1st Sam 2:12-17.  This 
particular part is mostly about food!  

   Ephesians 2:11-14.  “Men through the blood 
of Messiah have been brought into the Cove-
nant of Israel.”  There are no longer Jews and 
Gentiles, or even foreigners to the Covenant, Ro-
mans 2:26-29.  Yet both have been made into one 
flock with one Shepherd, Ezekiel 37:15-24; John 
10:16, 11:51-52.  But these things can only hap-
pen IF we hold fast to those commandments 
which were set in place from the beginning as 
spoken of by Saul (Paul), 2nd Tim. 3:14-15, to 
Timothy and John in the Books of 1st John 2:3-7, 
2nd John1:5-6, which correlates with Isa. 56:1-8, 
14:1-2 & 56:1-8; 58:13-14.  
   Obedience and keeping of Yahweh’s Covenant 
is NOT only for the sect known as Judaism, but 
remains for ALL who’ve attached themselves to 
Israel (see Isa. 14:1-2, 56:1-8).  The grafting in 
spoken of by Paul in Romans 11:13-27 is the 
Gentiles being grafted into Israel – NOT Israel 
being grafted into another olive tree!  Remember, 
Messiah exclaimed: “Salvation is of the Jews”, 
John 4:22.  Paul reiterates this in Romans 3:1-4, 
9:4. It remains so today!! 
   The reason mainstream Christianity is having so 
many problems today, (homosexual in the church, 
perversion towards children, bringing in of false 
doctrines, false holy days, idol worship, extortion, 
etc.) is that it is being separated from the truth. 
AND, they are going willingly!”  Hebrews 10:26-
29, “They’ve counted the blood of the Cove-
nant of whereby He was sanctified an unholy 
thing.”  They who were once enlightened or par-
ticipated in the heavenly gifts and then fell away 
(to false teachings) will not be granted forgiveness 
without sincere repentance. 
    The keeping of, or obedience to Yahweh’s 
Covenant IS PROOF OF YOUR FAITH! Here is 
where many people who don’t understand the 
words of Messiah get lost.  For one, most people 
think the Commandments Messiah is talking 
about were meant for, and given to Moses only.  
But as many of us know, these commandments 
(our Covenant) were in place way before Yahweh 
put them on tablets. 
   Abraham was blessed because he kept the Com-
mandments which were handed down to him, 
Gen. 26:5.  The same word used for command-
ments/statutes etc.  Khu-kaw, #2708, written 
(keth, goph, hay) in the Hebrew is the same which 
Moses later handed down to the Israelites and still 
apply to all those who choose to enter into the 
Covenant of Yahweh.  
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   There are MANY unlearned preachers who 
are teaching that “these commandments do not 
pertain to you,” which is a bold-faced lie.  Mes-
siah proclaimed: “Not one jot nor one tittle 
shall pass from the Torah until all be fulfilled, 
then goes on to say, “Whoever shall break one 
of the least of these commandments or teach 
men so, will be called the least in the Kingdom 
of Heaven!”  Then later, when asked which of 
the Commandments were to be kept to achieve 
eternal life, Messiah recites at least “6 of the 
10”, see Matt. 19:16-19; Mark 10:17-19; 
Luke18:18-20; John 14:15.   
   These covenantal requirements are essential 
to salvation. Messiah did NOT say, “This will 
change once I die.”  People really need to learn 
about “our Messiah.” 
   When we study, we need to look purely at the 
keeping of “the statutes set in place by Yah-
weh,” versus the statutes put into place by men 
– “traditions”. To find the difference in things 
that we keep for our sanctification (which leads 
to salvation), we need to find simple definitions 
of those requirements!   
   The Ark of the Covenant, 1 Kings 8:9 and 2 
Chron. 5:10.  When building the Ark, Moses 
already possessed those tablets containing “the 
Covenant” passed down to Israel.  If we look at 
Exodus 34:28, the Scriptures plainly describe 
to us that these Commandments are the Cove-
nant of Yahweh.” Verse 28 says, “So He 
(Moses) was there with Yahweh forty days and 
forty nights.  He did not eat bread nor drink wa-
ter, and he wrote upon the tablets the words of 
the Covenant!”  
   Deut. 10:4-5; 1 Kings 8:9; 2 Chron. 5:10. 
Moses then placed the tablets into the Ark and 
covered it.  The Ark as we see, held “nothing 
except the Words of the Covenant”. The Book 
of the Law which was added because of the 
transgressions of Israel was “added” near the 
end of the journey as Israel was about to leave 
Moab, see Deut. 29:1 and cross with Gal. 3:19.  
Prior to those transgressions when Moses had 
received the Covenant, there was “nothing add-
ed”.  See Deut. 5:1-22.  Pay special attention to 
verse 22 saying, “These words Yahweh spoke 
to all your assembly at the mountain from 
the midst of the fire of the cloud and of the 
thick gloom with a great voice, and “He add-
ed no more” and he wrote them on two tab-
lets of stone and gave them to me.” 
     Deut. 31:24 – The Book.  This book Moses 

wrote, Deut. 31:24, was to be used as the wit-
ness for Israel.  See Deut. 31:26!  
     Hebrews 9:1-5, The Ark.  The Ark, which 
in Hebrews is described as being kept (in verse 
3) “behind the 2nd veil”, and as it is describing 
the contents of that room known to many as 
“the Holy of Holies”, in Greek “aylor”” Ha-
gion – which actually means “holiest” place, 
the contents of the room itself contained “the 
Ark, the jar (or pot) of manna, Aaron’s rod 
(which budded), and the tablets of the Cove-
nant.” 
   That Ark was the “Ark of the Covenant” Yah-
weh gave to, not only Israel (Isa. 42:1-2), but 
“to ALL those who attached themselves to Isra-
el.”  Those who take part with Messiah MUST 
also take part in the marriage proposal for Isra-
el. They MUST take part in the keeping of His 
Covenant.  Isa. 14:1-2, 56:1-8 are those proph-
ecies! 
     Churchianity, for the most part, refuses to 
keep His Torah.  Proverbs 28:9 says He whose 
ear is turned away from the Law, even his pray-
er is an abomination (see also Malachi 3:6, 
Num. 23:19, 1 Sam. 15:29, Eze. 24:14, Is 
40:8). They refuse the Covenant and thereby, 
from their lack of knowledge, deny Messiah! 
   If we are not keeping/obeying Yahweh’s cov-
enant, we will suffer the curses associated with 
that choice. If someone tells us we are not 
found worthy by the keeping of that Covenant, 
he’s a liar and the truth is not in him. Look up 
the definition of sin—in the scriptures! To 
teach disobedience, in any form, is truly a doc-
trine of demons! 
    “Master, what good things must I do that I 
might enter into eternal life?”  Matt. 19:16-21, 
Mark 10:17-21, Luke 18:18-22, John 14:14-
15, 15:10, 1 John 2:1-7, 3:22-24, 5:3, 2 John 
6, Rev. 12:17, 14:12.  John carried it a bit fur-
ther than the others to outline what was relevant 
to eternal life.  No wonder Messiah showed 
more love to him. 
   All four of the evangels (which some errone-
ously call the gospels = a direct translation of 
“godspell”) outline the importance of Yahweh’s 
Covenant!  Will you be found keeping it, or be 
found at the White Throne being judged for dis-
obedience?   
     “Who and where are the true partakers of 
The Covenant?” They are they who do the will 
of Almighty Yahweh and walk in the footsteps 
of His precious Son! 

November-December 2022                               The Master Key                                                             Page 13 



 

   Have you observed the “nativity scene” with Mary 
hovering over the babe, Joseph is standing nearby; 
and some shepherds with their sheep and cattle gaze 
from snowdrifts? Three figures of royalty approach 
carrying gifts of various types; their camels patiently 
wait off to one side. A huge star shines from a tin 
reflector overhead. This scene will be pictured in 
many cities, churches, and homes this coming 
Christmas season. 
 

So What’s the Problem? 
 
   Perhaps the most obvious mistake in this popular 
rendition of the Messiah’s birth is that the three fig-
ures representing the wise men from the east are 
coming to a manger. Matthew 2:11 plainly says that 
the wise men came to a house and saw the young 
child. Notice, the Son of Mary (Hebrew Miriam) 
was no longer in a stable, and He is now called a 
child, not a babe. 
   Another error in the “nativity scene” is that the 
Bible nowhere says that the shepherds saw the 
star—the sign given to the wise men, who actually 
saw the star about two years later. Matthew 2:16 
tells of Herod slaying all the young children from 
two years old and under in his wholesale effort to 
include Yahshua in his edict of death. Therefore, 
almost two years had elapsed since Yahshua’s birth. 
   Not only did the shepherds not see the star, but the 
wise men were also not present to hear the angelic 
host make the announcement, for they had to follow 
a star to find Him. There is nothing in Scripture that 
states there were three wise men. There could have 
been 33. Merely because the wise men presented 
three gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh, tradition 
holds that there were three of them. They have even 
been given names, although the Bible does not name 
them. 
 

Scriptural Command Missing 
 
   If these nativity scene blunders were the only er-
rors in the Christmas celebration, perhaps they could 
be corrected. However, tradition is strong, and even 
when these simple misconceptions are pointed out to 
people, they choose to continue on their merry way. 
They do not wish to give up their cherished tradi-
tional beliefs. But when told that the Bible nowhere 
asks that we celebrate the birth of the Messiah, then 
people really become offended. Most of the world 
insists on keeping this festival, which is not scriptur-
ally commanded. Even the people of Japan, who are 
not thought of as being a “Christian” nation, cele-
brate December 25 as one of the biggest festivals of 
the year. They don’t even profess Him whose birth-
day they are celebrating! Anyone not keeping the 
Christmas holiday is looked upon as not accepting 
the Redeemer of Israel, no matter that there is no 
biblical command to remember His birth. Yet, this is 
without doubt the biggest celebration of the year 
around the world. 
   We are commanded, however, to remember the 
Messiah’s death (1 Corinthians 11:25). Instead of 
remembering His death once a year at Passover, the 
world celebrates annually what it thinks is His 
birth—in the dead of winter. Many churches have a 
communion or Last Supper service every Sunday 
morning, and not in the evening as did the Messiah 
and His disciples. Nowhere in Scripture are we told 
to celebrate Yahshua’s death every week or every 
month, and there is no command to remember His 
birthday. 
   Each year as the Christmas season approaches, 
newspapers are full of historical evidence showing 
how the customs surrounding this season all sprang 
from paganism. Jeremiah warns us, Learn not the 
way of the heathen. Anyone perusing his newspa-
per will find numerous articles showing that many of 

CHRISTMAS: Gift-
Wrapped in Paganism 

November-December 2022                                        The Master Key                                                                       Page 14 



 

the customs of Christmas have roots in pagan practic-
es. Bible scholars know full well that the Messiah 
was not born anywhere near December 25. Yet, when 
this is pointed out to people, the answer is that we 
really should not care when He was born, just so long 
as we keep a day in memory of His birth. Yet, just 
why we should be celebrating a day that has its roots 
in paganism is summarily shrugged off. 
   Any good reference work will confirm the pagan 
origins of the customs of Christmas. Special notice 
should be given to the following: Wassailing bowls 
were used by those observing the Bacchanalia to the 
deity, Bacchus, in Greece and Rome. Mistletoe was 
used by the ancient Druid priests as a symbol of par-
doning of sin. A kiss was evidence of reconciliation. 
Reindeer can be traced to the Scandinavian mytholo-
gy of Odin’s horse, Sleipnir, the fleetest horse in the 
world with his eight legs. 
   In The Two Babylons, Alexander Hislop shows that 
the yule log is the dead stock of Nimrod, deified as 
the sun-god, but cut down by his enemies. The 
Christmas tree is the slain deity come to life again, p. 
98. Yahweh warns against erecting Christmas trees in 
Jeremiah 10:2-5. 
   Christmas cookies trace to pagan Babylon and 
Egypt where round wafers of the sun were ingested, 
signifying the partaking of the “unconquerable sun” 
in their lives. The holly wreath, with its circular de-
sign and a candle or light within, memorializes sun 
worship. 
 

No Field Day for Shepherds 
 
   There is no doubt that Christmas, along with many 
of the so-called “holy days” in Christianity has its 
roots in paganism. But the truth about Messiah’s 
birth is not so well known. Rather than December 25, 
the Savior was more likely born in late September or 
early October. 
   Luke 2:8 tells of the shepherds in the open fields 
near Bethlehem watching their flocks at night. Shep-
herds would not have their sheep on cold, rain-lashed 
hills in December. Scripture shows that December is 
a cold, rainy season in that region. Ezra 10:9 speaks 
of those in Jerusalem sitting outside in early Decem-
ber trembling because of their deeds and in “great 
rain.” 
   Winter weather did not change much from that day 
until the Messiah’s time. Shepherds took their sheep 
into the open fields just before Passover in the spring 
and brought them in again during the Hebrew eighth 
month, about the middle of November, during the 
rainy season. This is according to Henri Daniel-Rops' 
book, Daily Life in the Time of Jesus. 

   The sheep were in their folds during the winter 
months, not out in the fields, and certainly not out in 
the snow. 
 

Christmas Before the Messiah 
 
   In view of these facts, how did December 25 be-
come the celebration of the birth of our Savior? Ac-
cording to The World Book Encyclopedia, in 354 CE 
the December date was selected by Liberius, a bishop 
of Rome, “...because the people of Rome already ob-
served it as the Feast of Saturn, celebrating the birth-
day of the Sun.” 
   Other sources show that this day was the Saturna-
lia, a festival of much revelry, dancing, merriment, 
and feasting. A king was appointed over the revels. 
Slaves were freed. Foes became friends. Friends 
feasted together. Evergreens decorated the houses. 
Songs were sung in honor of Saturn. Gifts were ex- 
changed between friends. All of this began 2,000 
years before the birth of the Messiah. 
   In central Europe, a feast was held at the time of 
the winter solstice. A large wooden wheel was cov-
ered with straw so that no wood was visible. It was 
then dragged to the top of a steep mountain. Here a 
feast of merry-making, games, and dancing was car-
ried out all day. At the time of vespers, this symbol 
of the sun was set on fire and allowed to roll down 
the mountain. This act was to represent the sun run-
ning from the sky. According to the idolatry of the 
pagan Germans, the sun was a large fire wheel roll-
ing through space. This, then, represented the cele-
bration of the sun’s birth. 
   Can it be mere coincidence that the Savior’s sup-
posed time of birth and this pagan celebration occur 
not only in the same month, but on the very day? 
 

Pagans Were Pleased 
 
   In the fourth century, the church desired to bring 
the pagan Germans and Romans into its fold. They 
took the festival of Saturnalia, which was held on 
December 25, and turned it into a mass of the church. 
They named it Christ’s Mass! 
   Initially there was a fierce internal fight over this 
turn of events. The pope bitterly opposed what he 
called “the introduction of a heathen festival into the 
Christian church.” Even the thought of celebrating 
the birthday of Messiah was rejected, as it should 
have been, but only at first. 
   Nearly 300 years passed before there was any men-
tion of celebrating the birth of Messiah. Notice the 
admission of the Catholic Dictionary under 
“Christmas,” by Cardinal McCloskey: 
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   “St. Chrysostom, in a Christmas sermon delivered 
at Antioch in the year 386 says, ‘It is not ten years 
since this day (Christmas day on December 25) was 
clearly known to us.’” 
   Therefore, if Christmas was not celebrated until 
fewer than 10 years before 386 CE, it is plain that 
the first commemoration of the Messiah’s birth did 
not take place before the year 377. For more than 
300 years after He was born, there was no celebra-
tion of December 25 as the Messiah’s birthday. But 
to appease pagan converts, their heathen celebrations 
were brought into the church and given new mean-
ing. The customs and practices remained basically 
unchanged. 
   Once the door was opened to pagan celebrations, 
the practices and flavor of the early church became 
more and more heathen. It made no difference 
whether the Bible countermanded pagan practice. 
Pleasing the pagans became customary. 
   Candles, bells, round wafers, tonsorial haircuts, 
crosses, statues, steeples, and many more symbols 
from paganism are vividly described in The Two 
Babylons, Loizeaux Brothers, publishers. 
 

It’s the Same Old Story 
 
   Yahweh condemned ancient Israel for taking up 
the customs of the pagans around them. He consist-
ently warned them about rejecting Him and His way 
of life. Israel, however, seemingly had a deep-seated 
desire to search for any off-beat worship and incor-
porate that into their worship of Yahweh. 
   The Old Testament is replete with. the history of 
how the Israelites would follow pagan worship 
around them so that Yahweh had to send a prophet 
to bring them back to Himself. After such a refor-
mation, the drift into heathen customs would start 
again. 
   Yahweh would leave them to their own devices, 
which would usually bring calamity and tribulation. 
Finally, He sent His beloved Son to this earth. He, 
too, was rejected. And a heathen custom was estab-
lished for Him, also. 
   Does the wild revelry that is so common in the 
Christmas celebration bring honor to Yahshua? Does 
it reflect His teachings, and is it found in the Scrip-
tures? Or is it rather in keeping with the spirit of a 
pleasure-mad, fun-seeking people of the world?  
   Yahshua clearly said that He has chosen all His 
followers to come out of the world, John 15:19. His 
people are not to take part in the world’s heathen 
celebrations. 
   Perhaps you will say you observe the customs of 
Christmas for the sake of the children, not for reli-

gious reasons. But even though you may disagree 
with the paganism attached to Christmas, it is impos-
sible to participate in its celebration without showing 
that you condone it. 
   Obviously, the central figure in Christmas is not 
the Messiah anyway, but a jolly fat man in a red suit 
known as Santa Claus. He is the one who receives 
credit for many of the gifts children receive at this 
time of year. The average child knows little about 
the Savior whose birthday this pagan holiday is sup-
posed to commemorate. Everywhere he looks—in 
stores, magazines, newspapers, television shows—
he sees credit given to Santa Claus.  
 

Stocking Market Up 
 

   What about exchanging gifts? People like to re-
ceive gifts, and a principle of being a follower of the 
Messiah is to be generous to others, right? But is gift
-giving at Christmas done in the spirit of love, or is it 
done grudgingly, and/or to avoid embarrassment? 
“Yahweh loves a cheerful giver,” Paul tells us in 2 
Corinthians 9:7. 
   Giving gifts at Christmas is often done merely out 
of feelings of obligation rather than out of love and 
the simple joy of giving. Children learn to ask, 
“What did you get?” not “What did you give?” Gifts 
are given because someone gave one last year and 
thus, are put on a list. It is not really the giving of a 
gift out of the sheer joy of giving to someone. If you 
doubt that, don’t give any gifts this Christmas and 
see how many will drop you from their list next 
year. Gift giving is merely an obligatory gift ex-
change. 
   Everything about Christmas is wrong: the name, 
the time, the purpose, the goal, the result, the wor-
ship. How can a True Believer celebrate Yahshua’s 
birthday when nowhere does the Bible encourage, 
command, or cajole us to remember anyone’s birth-
day? Furthermore, in each of the only three possible 
birthdays mentioned in the Bible, someone died. 
   When one celebrates Christmas, he puts his stamp 
of approval on a heathen custom, much as Israel did 
of old and were punished for it. Let us leave Christ-
mas to the nonbeliever. May we say with Joshua, the 
son of Nun, As for me and my house, we will serve 
Yahweh, Joshua 24:15. 
 

Eight Reasons to Cross Off X-mas 
 

1. Christmas is nowhere found in the Bible. You 
shall not add unto the word which I command you, 
neither shall you diminish ought from it, that you 
may keep the commandments of Yahweh your 
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Mighty One which I command you (Deuteronomy 
4:2). 
2. Christmas is pagan in origin, as attested by 
many newspaper articles appearing at the season. 
Learn not the way of the heathen... (Jeremiah 
10:2). 
3. Christmas is held in the dead of winter. All of 
Yahweh’s festivals commemorate harvest sea-
sons. Three times in a year shall all thy males ap-
pear before Yahweh thy Elohim in the place which 
He shall choose: in the feast of unleavened bread 
and in the feast of weeks, and in the feast of taber-
nacles... (Deuteronomy 16:16). 
4. Christmas is celebrated around the world, both 
by nations believing the Bible and also by those 
that don’t. Love not the world, neither the things 
that are in the world... (1 John 1:17). 
5. The central figure of the Christmas season is 
Santa Claus. Children are taught to look to Santa 
for their hearts’ desire. Every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above and cometh down from 
the Father of lights… (James 1:17). 
6. Christmas is the biggest spending spree of the 
year. People buy gifts that recipients don’t like, 
already have, and/or can’t use, but feel obligated 
to reciprocate in this annual “giving” because 

someone gave last year. How turn you again to 
the weak and beggarly elements whereunto you 
again desire to be in bondage (Galatians 4:9)? 
7. “What did you get for Christmas?” is the 
standard greeting heard following this day. We 
should be more concerned with giving that which 
produces spiritual life. Freely you have received. 
Freely give (Matthew 10:8). 
8. The customs of Christmas associated with its 
celebration are nearly all from heathen sources. 
They include the Christmas tree, Christmas cook-
ies, mistletoe, holly wreath, yule log, wassailing, 
ornamental balls, and halos. Cast away every man, 
the abominations of his eyes and defile not your-
selves with the idols of Egypt; I am Yahweh your 
Elohim (Ezekiel 20:8). 
   Man-made celebrations soon usurp Yahweh’s 
festivals. Man cannot make anything holy that 
Yahweh has not made holy. Calling a pig a cow 
does not make it so; likewise, calling a pagan fes-
tival holy does not make it so. Our task should be 
to root out all pagan influences in our life and fol-
low the laws of Yahweh so we can please Him.  
   In vain do they worship Me, teaching for doc-
trines the commandments of men (Mark 7:7)! 

 

   Proper Bible study can be very rewarding. Most 

everyone possesses a Bible in their home, but very few 

know how to understand it. In an effort to understand 

the Bible, they will read many books about the Bible. 

However, it will give you more comfort learning to 

read your Bible and understand it for yourself, versus 

being led by the opinions of men.  

   This booklet is provided in the spirit of exhorting 

people to become Bible students. If you learn some 

basic foundations in Bible study, you will soon learn 

the Bible will interpret itself for you as you discover 

how to harmonize the Bible from Genesis to Revela-

tion. Contact us for your free copy of “How to Study 

the Bible Containing the Formula for Truth!” 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

W 
here did the celebration of 
Christmas actually come from? 
Have you ever stopped long 

enough from your frenzied gift buying to 
ask yourself why you spend yourself into 
debt at this time each year?  

   Why do you observe Christmas? If it is 
the celebration of the Savior’s birth, what 
on earth is Santa Claus doing in it? Why 
the Christmas tree, mistletoe, gift giving, 
holly wreath, Yule log, stockings, eggnog, 
and all of the other trappings that are so 
much a part of this holiday? What do all 
of these fixtures have to do with the Messi-
ah’s birth? Many of us, even as children, 
had a problem reconciling this question.  

   Learn more by reading the true factual 
story! Request a copy of our free booklet 
entitled, “The Real Story of Christmas.” 
May you continually seek to do your heav-
enly Father’s will, as He guides you into 
all truth! 


