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THE POWERFUL NAME—
YAHWEH!

The Sacred Name is dynamic.
It is the essence of the Creator Himself.

Discover the power and glory of the Ruler of the universe by discovering His
personal, revealed name, and the original, and true name, of your glorious
Savior. The Creator’s name is a key to understanding Yahweh’s Word!

Did you know that great miracles were performed in
the Old Testament through the personal name of the
Most High, and that the early New Testament assem-
bly, following the Hebrew tradition, also worked
mighty miracles by calling on the name of the Mes-
siah? The personal Name of the Creator had been
obscured through superstition, even as it is hidden
today. Yet we can now begin to understand the pow-
er and glory of the Ruler of the universe by discover-
ing His personal, revealed Name, and the original
and true name of His own Son.

THE CREATOR’S NAME—KEY TO UNDER-
STANDING BIBLICAL FAITH

The Scriptures are not expressed in lofty, nebulous
ideas, but in concrete descriptions of a real entity—a
living, intelligent, and powerful Being named Yah-
weh. Those who know the Name of Yahweh and use
it, know that they can trust Him to fulfill His promis-
es (Psalm 9:10). Yet because the Jews had supersti-
tiously determined that the sacred Name was “too
holy to pronounce,” they, and so many others after
them, have substituted, forgotten or just plain ig-
nored the name of the Most Holy One of all. How
long shall it be in the heart of the prophets that
prophesy lies? Yes, they are prophets of the deceit
of their own heart; which think to cause My peo-
ple to forget My Name by their dreams which
they tell every man to his neighbor; as their fa-
thers have forgotten My Name for Baal
(Jeremiah 23:26-27). The very name that offered
protection, blessings, and salvation was deleted from
common usage and the various names of Baal (Lord)
were substituted in its place.

Listen to the stinging rebuke Yahshua the Messiah
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hurled toward the learned men in His day. Luke
11:52, Woe to you, lawyers! For you have taken
away the key of knowledge: you entered not in
yourselves, and them that were entering in you
hindered. His is a warning to anyone who thinks the
name Yahweh is not important enough to use in wor-
ship. This is why it became necessary for Yahweh to
reveal Himself again to man and reveal His name.

HIDING THE NAME UNLAWFUL

There are many references to the use of Yahweh’s
name. It is important enough to Yahweh to include
them in the law. In Exodus 20:7 we are warned,
You shall not take the name of Yahweh Your Elo-
him in vain; for Yahweh will not hold him guilt-
less that takes His name in vain. The word vain
actually means to make desolate. Yahweh’s name is
holy and is to be treated as such. Let them praise
Your great and terrible [awesome] name; for it is
holy (Psalm 99:3).

Through the use of Yahweh's holy name, Israel
was victorious in wars (Psalm 20:7). Because they
had been calling upon the name of Yahweh (Genesis
12:8 and 1 Kings 18:24), they found safety
(Proverbs 18:10). Yahweh put His name on Israel
according to the priest’s law as stated in Numbers
6:22-27, And Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying,
“Speak to Aaron and to his sons, saying, ‘On this
wise you shall bless the children of Israel saying
to them, “Yahweh bless you, and keep you: Yah-
weh make His face shine upon you, and be gra-
cious to you: Yahweh lift up His countenance up-
on you, and give you peace.” And they shall put
My name upon the children of Israel; and I will
bless them.’”
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In addition, there were numerous warnings against
profaning or defiling His name. Notice what Ezekiel
had to say: ...they profaned My holy name, when
they said to them, “These are the people of Yah-
weh, and are gone forth out of His land.” But I
had pity for My holy name, which the house of
Israel had profaned among the heathen wherever
they went. Therefore, say to the house of Israel,
“Thus saith Yahweh Elohim, ‘I do not this for
your sakes, O house of Israel, but for My holy
name's sake which you have profaned among the
heathen ... and the heathen shall know that I am
Yahweh, when I shall be sanctified in you before
their eyes’” (Ezekiel 36:20-23).

In Psalm 83:16-18 we read, Fill their faces with
shame; that they may seek Your name, O Yah-
weh. Let them be confounded and troubled forev-
er; let them be put to shame, and perish: that
men may know that You, Whose name alone is
Yahweh, are the Most High over all the earth.

Why is it so important that we be required to call
upon Yahweh’s Name? In Psalm 91:14-16, our
question is answered, Because he has set his love
upon Me, therefore will I deliver him. I will set
him on high, because he has known My name. He
shall call upon Me, and I will answer him: I will
be with him in trouble; I will deliver him and
honor him. With long life will I satisfy him, and
show him My salvation. We have been greatly
blessed because we love the heavenly Father, and we
use His personal name.

PROMISES THROUGH HIS NAME

There are many promises attached to the name of
Yahweh: deliverance, being set on high, answers, help
in time of trouble, long life, and salvation. There is
great significance and importance that Yahweh Him-
self attached to His own name. Do you use the re-
vealed, personal name of Yahweh? If not, then how
can you claim the promises He has given, and will
give, to those who call upon His name?

The New Shaff-Herzog Encyclopedia of Religious
Knowledge, Vol. 12, says, regarding Yahweh’s name:
“...being filled with His very self, it is active and pow-
erful, for it is the sign of His real presence in the midst
of His people.” There is no doubt that when Israel
called upon the name of their Mighty One, they ex-
pected great things to occur. They were not disappoint-
ed, either. Why? Again, quoting from Shaff-Herzog:
“Because the divine name discloses the Almighty’s
nature. It is laden with the authority, power, and holi-
ness of Yahweh Himself. This accounts for the great
reverence for the name, which is one of the distinctive
features of Israel’s faith.”

New covenant faith stands in line with this historical
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revelation, in that it affirms Yahweh’s name was also
manifested in Yahshua the Messiah. Thus, when
Yahshua said in John 17:6, I have manifested Thy
name..., He not only reconfirmed Yahweh's name, but
opened up the way of salvation. Almighty Yahweh,
today, is reaffirming His covenant with His people,
through Yahshua, by the revelation of His name. Yah-
weh is the covenant name of the Almighty. Knowing
His name is important in coming into a covenant rela-
tionship. Often the covenant relationship is demonstrat-
ed in the salvation of His people, who “knew” Yahweh
firsthand! To know that I am Yahweh appears at least
26 times in the Old Testament, and invariably shows
Yahweh’s faithfulness toward His people. This can be
seen in Exodus 6:7, I will be [Ehyeh] their Elohim
and they shall be [Yihu] My people. Thus, in Exodus
6:7, I will be to you an Elohim, and you shall know
that I am Yahweh.

We see then that “Yahshua yoshia”(Aramaic text),
the Mighty One who saves His people, is the same as
“Ehyeh Yihu,” the Mighty One of the covenant.

And ‘the Sovereign,” whom you seek shall sudden-
ly come to His temple, even the Messenger of the
covenant, whom you delight in (Malachi 3:1). This,
of course, refers to the Sinaitic covenant known as the
Ten Commandments. It was Yahweh Who gave the
Ten Commandments and also resided in the innermost
section of the Tabernacle known as the Holy of Holies.
The covenant relationship is the basis of the knowledge
of Yahweh, and is expressed in the personal revelation
of Yahweh’s name as the true Mighty One, the Maker
of the covenant.

And He declared unto you His covenant, which
He commanded you to perform, even Ten Com-
mandments; and He wrote them upon two tablets of
stone (Deuteronomy 4:13).

A LEGAL CONTRACT

The covenant, which is an agreement between Yah-
weh and a particular group of people, becomes a legal
document when bearing the legal names of the parties.
It continues in effect as long as both parties are per-
forming their part of the legal agreement, e.g., Yah-
weh’s covenant in keeping His commandments (1
John 2:3, 5:3).

If you were promised to inherit a great deal of
wealth—riches beyond imagination—you would want
your correct name on the legal document authorizing
such an inheritance, wouldn’t you? It would be ex-
tremely important, also, that the one authorizing the
inheritance had his legal and correct name on this doc-
ument. Using any other name would void the agree-
ment.

In the same manner, it is important to use the only
name that has ever identified the Almighty—Yahweh.
It is His legal covenant or contractual name. Without it,
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either by omission or substitution, you have no legal
contract—and that contract is your salvation.

ESSENCE OF THE SACRED NAME

Yahweh’s name is so much more. It embodies His
very essence. You would not accept being called an-
other name. Your name is you. You are bothered when
your own name is mispronounced, let alone mistaken
by another name or generic title. The same is true of
Yahweh. Pronouncing Yahweh's name is the expres-
sion of His very being. That is why the “Word of Yah-
weh” came to the prophets with all the authority of
Yahweh Himself. With this same authority, the Apos-
tles worked among the people. On the day of Pente-
cost, the Apostle Peter boldly quoted Joel 2:32, And it
shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the
name of Yahweh shall be saved (Acts 2:21).

YAHSHUA MEANS SALVATION

All of the Apostles, including Peter, knew that
“Yahweh is Salvation.” This is embodied in contrac-
tion of Yahweh and Hoshea, meaning salvation, and
had a predecessor in the form of the Israelite general
Joshua. The significance of Joshua is that he is the one
who led the Israelites into the promised land, a type of
salvation—that’s so clear. The name of the Messiah is
indeed identical to that of the famed Israelite general.
In Acts 7:45 and again in Hebrews 4:8, the two
names are interchanged (translators mistakenly insert-
ed “Jesus” here, a translation of Yahshua)! Read the
two Scriptures, and see for yourself! Both leaders
who took their followers into the promised land are
correctly named Yahshua. The name Yahshua
(Joshua) is defined in the Wycliffe Bible Encyclopedia:
“The full name Jehoshua (Numbers 13:16) means
“Yahweh is salvation.”” There is so much in the mean-
ing of that name, and the promises that are carried
along with it!

Let us look at Matthew 1:23, a prophecy taken from
Isaiah 7:14, Behold, a virgin shall be with child,
and shall bring forth a Son, and they shall call His
name Immanuel, which being interpreted is El with
us. Emmanuel or Immanuel is a title of the prophesied
Messiah that was to renew the promises made to Da-
vid and show that Yahweh had not cast off His people.
The Wycliffe Bible Encyclopedia also says, “El is with
us” which is probably taken from ‘Immadiyahu, Yah
(u) 1s with me,” or ‘Immanuiah, Yah(weh) is with us’

He should be known as Immanuel, Yahweh
(Elohim) is with us.”

How unbelievably exciting it must have been to hear
the play on words, “Yahshua yoshia,” which means:
the eternal, self-existent mighty one, Yahweh, is salva-
tion and shall save His people; or as we know it,
Yahshua: for He shall save His people. Note, however,
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that the name Immanuel is not ascribed as a “...proper
name (like Yahshua), but that He should come to be
known in His character ... the living bond of holy and
most intimate fellowship between Yahweh and men
from henceforth and forever” (Interpreters One Vol-
ume Commentary of the Bible).

With profound earnestness and excitement, John
wrote in 1 John 1:1-3, That which is from the begin-
ning, which we have heard, which we have seen
with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our
hands have handled, of the Word of life, (for the
life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear
witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which
was with the Father, and was manifested unto us)
that which we have seen and heard declare we unto
you, that ye also may have fellowship with us; and
truly fellowship is with the Father, and with His
Son Yahshua the Messiah...” The knowledge that he
and the others who knew Yahshua personally as Yah-
weh Elohim of the Hebrew Scriptures—the very
spokesman of the family of Yahweh, the “ Am” of
Exodus 3:14, the great supreme power of the uni-
verse, the Almighty—was fantastically incredible!

APOSTLES PERSECUTED FOR THE NAME

In nearly every case, the Apostles taught and
preached in the name, Yahshua the Messiah. For this
reason, they were persecuted vehemently by the Jew-
ish religious establishment.

We see in Acts 5:27, ...and the high priest asked
them, saying, “Did not we straightly command you
that you should not teach in this name? And, be-
hold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine,
and intend to bring this man’s blood upon us.” No-
tice in the above passage that the Apostles had previ-
ously been warned about preaching in the name of
Yahshua, which, of course, they ignored. We also no-
tice that Jerusalem was filled with their teaching, and
that preaching in the name of Yahshua was regarded
as a doctrine. This caused a great deal of alarm on the
part of the political and religious establishment, owing
to the fact that they were afraid of a swift Roman re-
prisal for the insurrection that was supposedly taking
place.

YAHSHUA SPOKE HIS NAME TO PAUL

At another time, Jerusalem was in an uproar when
the Apostle Paul was being defended by the Roman
guard, Acts 21:30-33. When Paul had obtained per-
mission to speak to the people, he spoke to them in the
Hebrew language. Acts 22:2, And when they heard
that he spoke in the Hebrew tongue to them, they
kept the more silence. Paul, now reiterating his expe-
riences on the road to Damascus, tells his audience, in
Hebrew, the name of the Messiah, Yahshua (verse 8).
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There can be no mistake that “Yahshua” is the origi-
nal sacredly-inspired name because Paul received it
directly from Him in Hebrew.

When speaking in his own defense before King
Agrippa (recounting his experience on the road to
Damascus), Paul relates: At midday, O king, I saw
in the way a light from heaven, above the bright-
ness of the sun, shining round about me and them
which journeyed with me. And when we were fall-
en to the earth, I heard a voice speaking unto me,
and saying in the Hebrew tongue, “Saul, Saul, why
persecute thou Me? It is hard for thee to kick
against the pricks.” And I said, “Who art thou,
Sire?” And He said, “I am Yahshua of Nazareth
whom thou persecute,” Acts 26:13-15, Holy Name
Bible. We clearly see in this account that the resur-
rected and glorified Messiah identified Himself to
Paul in the Hebrew language.

PAUL PROCLAIMED THE NAME

Was Paul faithful? Indeed! What message was he
instructed to carry? In Acts 9:15 we read, But
Yahshua said unto him, “Go thy way: for he is a
chosen vessel unto Me, to bear My name before
nations, and kings, and the children of Israel. ” In
1 Corinthians 15:3-4, we read: For I delivered unto
you first of all that which I also received, how that
Yahshua died for our sins according to the Scrip-
tures. And that He was buried, and that He rose
again the third day according to the Scriptures.

Paul’s two-fold mission was to bear the Messiah’s
name, and to witness to His resurrection. This Paul
did as we have seen by the example in Acts 21:30
through 22:1-2. Paul was faithful in bearing the name
of the Messiah to the nations and Israel. For years,
Israel looked for salvation from Yahweh.

“YAHSHUA” WAS PROPHESIED

In Isaiah 62:11, we find a most amazing statement,
which, properly understood, can open our under-
standing, Isaiah 62:11 reads, Behold, Yahweh hath
proclaimed to the end of the world, “Say ye to the
daughter of Zion, ‘Behold, thy Salvation cometh;
behold His reward is with Him and His work be-
fore Him.””

“His” points back to Salvation and describes Salva-
tion as a person. The Hebrew word used here means
salvation, liberty, deliverance, free, to be safe, deliv-
er. Therefore, Yahweh’s Salvation, or Yahshua, was
to come to set at liberty, deliver, free, and cause to be
safe, the daughter of Zion. The Psalmist, in recount-
ing the Exodus of the children of Israel out of the
land of Egypt, shows not only the errors of the peo-
ple, but also the greatness of Yahweh Elohim. The
main point is summarized in Psalm 106:21, They
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forgot Elohim their Savior, which had done great
things in Egypt. They took the greatness of Yahweh
lightly and turned away from Salvation, and yet,
Yahweh, being full of graciousness and mercy, prom-
ises that, not only Israel, but also all flesh shall
know that I, Yahweh, am thy Savior and thy Re-
deemer, the Mighty One of Jacob (Isaiah 49:26).

This is clearly pointed out in Habakkuk 3:13,
Thou went forth for the salvation of Thy people,
even for salvation with Your anointed... It is plain-
ly said that the salvation of the people is with Messi-
ah. If we remember here that, as a personal name,
Yahshua is the combination of Yahweh and Salva-
tion, then there can be no doubt—Yahshua is our
Messiah.

The Word of this salvation was indeed sent to
them, but they received Him not. They could not see
their salvation, Yahshua, coming to them lowly, and
riding upon a donkey, and upon the colt the foal
of a donkey, as Zechariah 9:9 describes. They could
not comprehend the Hope of Israel, the Savior
Yahshua the Messiah, as a stranger in the land
(Jeremiah 14:8). Even today, Yahshua is still a
stranger to many, for the messages of many false
messiahs have gone forth and have obscured this glo-
rious message: Yahweh is Salvation through
Yahshua the Messiah!

DON’T NEGLECT YOUR SALVATION

These truths are recorded in the Scriptures for our
admonition so that we might believe, not only what is
said, but also to believe on His name. Let us not ne-
glect so great a salvation—Yahshua the Messiah.

Read the Word of Yahweh and believe. This is the
Stone which was set at naught by you builders,
which is become head of the corner. Neither is
there salvation in any other: for there is no other
name under heaven given among men whereby we
must be saved (Acts 4:11-12).

Miracles are still performed in Yahweh’s name to-
day. A changed life is one of the greatest of miracles
on earth. Those who have accepted the name of
Yahshua, and have been baptized into His name,
have made that first step. They have accepted the
Salvation that Yahweh has mercifully sent to this
earth—His Son. As His Spirit is given, Yahweh em-
powers that individual to overcome the temptations
and trials of the world, the flesh, and the devil. He
continues to grow in the stature and fullness of the
Messiah. Truly, a miracle takes place when old
things pass away and all things become new. A new
creation in Messiah is that miracle! Test Him, call
upon His name, and see if He will pour out blessings
so many that you cannot receive them! HalleluYah!

< I i
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Ministers et
Vahwen's
New Agreament

By: Elder Edward Burgett

The Apostle Peter gives calling, But you are a
chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy na-
tion, His own special people that you may pro-
claim the praises of Him who called you out of
darkness into His marvelous light (2 Peter 2:5-9).
This priesthood being something sacred--set apart--
administers to, or officiates on behalf of Yahweh and
Yahshua, to minister, as a public servant, or func-
tionary in the Temple.

The Apostle Paul picks up this concept of the
priesthood by explaining how Yahshua sets up these
ministers. He Who descended is also the One Who
ascended far above all the heavens that He might
fill all things. And He Himself gave some to be
apostles, some prophets, some evangelists some
pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the
saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of
the Body of Messiah (Ephesians 4:10-11).

According to Paul, we are to build up the assem-
bly, and help to prepare them to take hold of their
calling (the priesthood); to take hold and administer
the New Agreement or Covenant. This would not be
the letter of the law, but of the Spirit. We are no
longer just a part of a covenant, but it is now a part
of us (Jeremiah 31:31; Deuteronomy 5). For the
letter Kills but the Spirit gives life. This ministry
would be more glorious than the one written on
stone. You came down on Mt Sinai; You spoke to
them from heaven. You gave them regulations
and laws that are just and right; decrees and
commands that are good. You made known to
them Your holy Sabbath and gave them com-
mands, decrees and laws through your servant
Moses (Nehemiah 9:13-14).
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Paul explains that the ministry of righteousness
exceeds much more in glory (2 Corinthians 3:9).
Therefore, the ministry of the saints--the royal priest-
hood--is for laying the foundation of the New Cove-
nant, of which Yahshua is the High Priest (Hebrews
7, 9:11). Paul gives understanding of this in 2 Corin-
thians 3:11- 18, For if what is passing away was
glorious, what remains is much more glorious.
What is passing away? Not on tablets of stone, but
on tablets of flesh; that is, of the heart--the physi-
cal versus the spiritual.

Many argue that the law is passing away; some-
thing that was done away by the nailing of the Mes-
siah to the tree. This is not what Paul is teaching.
Paul is teaching that the Torah--our instruction man-
ual-is not found on tablets of stone, but within the
heart of the believer.

What has also passed away is the litigation of the
Torah. We are no longer litigants. We are no longer
involved in a lawsuit, having a claim. The death pen-
alty was removed as a result of Yahshua's sacrifice,
Who was the ...mediator of the New Covenant, by
means of death, for the redemption of the trans-
gressions under the first covenant; that those who
are called may receive the promise of the eternal
inheritance; or the blood of bulls and goats, and
the ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the unclean and
sanctified for the purifying of the flesh; how
much more shall the blood of the Anointed, Who
through the Eternal Spirit, offered Himself with-
out spot to Eloah, cleanse your conscience from
dead works to serve the living El (Hebrews 9:11-
18).

It is no longer a litigation issue concerning the To-
rah, but one of understanding, I will put My laws in
their minds and write them on their hearts ...
(Hebrews 8:10).

Paul brings these things to fruition when he ex-
plains them with these teachings; ... unlike Moses
who put a veil over his face so that the children of
Israel could not look steadily at the end of what
was passing away. But their minds were blinded.
For until this day, the same veil remains unlifted
in the reading of the Old Testament because the
veil is taken away in the Anointed. But even to
this day, when Moses is read, a veil lies on their
hearts. Nevertheless, when one turns to Yahweh,
the veil is taken away (2 Corinthians 3:13-16).
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Isaiah prophesied in chapter 25 these very same
words, only he included the nations. And in this
mountain, Yahweh of Hosts will make for all peo-
ple a feast of choice pieces. A feast of wine on the
lees, of fat things full of marrow, of well-refined
wines on the lees. And He will destroy on this
mountain the surface of the covering cast over all
people. And the veil that is spread over all nations.
He will swallow up death forever. And Yahweh
Eloah will wipe away tears from all faces and the
rebuke of His people will He take away from all
the earth, for Yahweh has spoken (Isaiah 25:6-8).

Messiah Himself spoke of the matter, quoting from
Isaiah 6:9-10, Seeing they may see and not per-
ceive, and hearing they may hear and not under-
stand lest they should turn and their sins be for-
given them. See also Mark 4:12. Sin is transgres-
sion of the law (1 John 3:4). Israel became like the
nations. They became transgressors of the law
(Isaiah 59; Deuteronomy 9:4).

The wickedness, iniquity or lawlessness of both Is-
rael and the nations has caused both to stumble and to
come under the wrath of Yahweh. Messiah Yahshua's
call is for men to turn and address Paul's writings.
Now we know that whatever the law says, it says
to those who are under the law (transgressors)
that every mouth may be stopped and all the
world may become guilty before Eloah. Therefore,
by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in
His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin
(Romans 3:10-20). For not the hearers of the law
are just in the sight of Eloah, but the doers of the
law will be justified (Romans 2:13).

When asked how eternal life was to be obtained,
Messiah's response was: You know the command-
ments (Luke 18:20). At Yahshua's death, the veil of
the Temple was split down the middle, exposing that
which was behind it.

You shall make a veil woven of blue, purple, and
scarlet thread ... and you shall hang the veil from
the clasps. Then you shall bring the Ark of the
Testimony in there behind the veil. The veil shall
be a divider for you between the holy place, the
Most Holy. You shall put the mercy seat upon the
Ark of the Testimony (witness) in the Most Holy
Place. You shall put the mercy seat on top of the
ark, and in the ark, you shall put the testimony
that I will give you. And there I will meet with you
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and I will speak with you from above the mercy
seat ... even the first covenant had ordinances of
divine service and the earthly sanctuary ... the Ark
of the Covenant overlaid on all sides with gold
(Exodus 26:31-34, 25:17- 22; Hebrews 9:1-7).

The Ark of the Covenant, which held the Testimo-
ny, was a witness against Israel. It held the words of
the covenant Yahweh had made with the sons of Ja-
cob (Deuteronomy 5). It taught them what would
happen to them if the covenant was broken
(Deuteronomy 30:11-20). Yet the true understanding
as to what the Ark of the Covenant was all about had
yet to be exposed. The Holy Spirit indicating this
that the way into the Holiest of All was not yet
made manifest while the first tabernacle was still
standing (Hebrews 9:8).

Now, as a result of the blood of Messiah and His
entrance into the Holy of Holies, ... once for all, hav-
ing obtained eternal redemption, the Redeemer has
brought man into the very presence of Yahweh and
the "witness against man" so that Yahweh, through
Yahshua, could give us an understanding of what the
Torah's teachings are about--false worship, the true
Creator and Savior--Yahweh, sin and how Yahweh
creates and delivers the world.

Eloah, Who at various times and in various
ways, spoke in times past to the fathers by the
prophets, has in these last days, spoken to us by
His Son, Whom He has appointed heir of all
things, through Him also He made the worlds
(Hebrews 1:1-29 Colossians 1:12-23).

For Eloah did not send His Son into the world to
condemn the world, but that the world through
Him might be saved... brought into the bond of
the covenant which unites the Creator and His
creation (Isaiah 43:10-13, 40:28; Hebrews 9:15,
8:8-12). Blessed be Eloah and Father of our Mas-
ter Yahshua (John 5:43) ... just as He chose us in
Him before the foundation of the world ... having
marked us out to the adoption as sons (Ephesians
1:3-10).

Messiah's words are not only for the physical house
of Israel, but for those scattered amongst the nations
(Hosea 9:17, 8:8-10). For if you believed Moses,
you would believe Me for he wrote about Me. But
if you do not believe his writings, how will you be-
lieve My words? (John 5:46-47).
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If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, nei-
ther will they be persuaded though one rises from
the dead (Luke 16:31).

Paul teaches why man cannot find the Messiah in
Moses' writings and why there is a veil over the eyes
of the nations; man's religions and his worship of the
created, instead of the Creator; and man, not having
an understanding of the Torah (Romans 1 and 2;
Jeremiah 51:17-19).

For all the gods of the peoples are idols (Psalm
96:1-13; Jeremiah 10-11). There is only one
Mighty One, Yahweh! (1 Corinthians 8:1-6).

The love of wood and stone is a result of these
scriptures: The carnal mind is enmity against Elo-
him; for it is not subject to the law of Elohim nor
indeed can it be (Romans 8:7; Exodus 20:4).

For one to come away from the hatred of the
Mighty Ones from the heavens (Yahweh and
Yahshua) and walk from the flesh and in the Spirit,
one has to be drawn to Yahshua by Yahweh (John
6:44). It is Yahweh Who teaches us about Yahshua
(Isaiah 54:13; John 6:44-45). Yahshua, in turn,
teaches man of Yahweh (John 17). My doctrine is
not Mine, but His Who sent Me (John 7:16).

For I have given to them the words which You
have given Me, and they have received them
(John 17:8). Yahshua taught His disciples the un-
derstanding of those things behind the veil that cov-
ered the Holy of Holies--Yahweh and His living
Word (the Torah), whether it be in the O1d Testa-
ment or the New Testament. There is not a veil over
the eyes of a saint. He or she knows what Yahweh's
Word gives to those who desire it: knowledge of the
true Creator Yahweh; His holy name (Matthew
6:9); His purpose (Matthew 6:10); and how He will
accomplish His will, which is His deliverance mes-
sage (Numbers 24:15-19; Revelation 22:16).

From the Torah, a saint is exposed: For all have
sinned and come short of the glory of Eloah
(Romans 3:23). For without the law, sin was dead
(Romans 7:8). From Torah, a saint can find freedom
from sin (Genesis 3:15). And you shall know the
truth and the truth shall set you free (John 8:31-
36). For I am the way, the truth and the life (John
14:6). Your law is truth (Psalm 119:142). Your
Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path
(Psalm 119:105). And the Word became flesh and

July-August 2024

The Master Key

dwelt among us and we beheld His glory, the glo-
ry as of the only begotten of the Father, full of
grace and truth; ... the law was given through
Moses; grace and truth came through Yahshua
(John 1).

Pilate, therefore, said to Him, "Are You a king
then?" Yahshua answered, "You say rightly that
I am a king. For this cause I was born and for
this cause I have come into the world, that I
should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is
of the truth hears My voice'" (John 18:37).

In John 8:45-51, Messiah says, He who is of
Eloah hears Eloah's words; therefore, you do not
hear, because you are not of Eloah. Beloved, do
not believe every spirit but test the spirits, wheth-
er they are of Eloah, because many false prophets
have gone out into the world (see 1 John 4:1).

The confession that Yahshua is the only begotten
of the Father is the first step to come into an under-
standing of truth, that which is found under the veil
that covers the whole world. This is why the world
creates their deities and then carves them out of
wood and stone, saturating their places of worship
because they have never known the only begotten
Son Who teaches this: Eloah is spirit and those
who worship Him must worship Him in spirit and
truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship
Him (John 4:23-24).

I have chosen the way of truth. Your judgments
I have laid before Me. I cling to Your testimonies,
O Yahweh; do not put Me to shame. I will run the
course of Your commandments. For You shall
enlarge My heart (Psalm 119:30-32).

By this we know we love the children of Elohim,
when we love Eloah and keep His command-
ments. For this is the love of Eloah that we keep
His commandments and His commandments are
not burdensome (1 John 5:2-3)

Open my eyes that I may see wondrous things
from Your law (Psalm 119:48). May we be the
servants Yahweh desires us to be, and may He con-
tinue to lift the veil from our eyes, giving us greater
understanding of Him and His ways. For man shall
not live by bread alone, but by every word that
proceeds from the mouth of Eloah (Matthew 4:4;
Deuteronomy 8:3). HalleluYah!

i
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Deep Spiritual Truths—

From Yahweh’s

Sacred Word

(Part 7)

Hebrews 12:1-2 : »
The world that we as RERCREY HAYING SO GREAT/A CLOUD
believers have left ERGEDEREEHN Us, LET US LAY
behlnd IS Stlll always ASIDE EVERYWEIQHTANDTH{ESINWHICH
Calllng tO us’ Wantlng SO EASILY ENTANGLES US, AND LET. USRUN
us to go back. But we
are running a race.
There are real dangers
along the way,
requiring us to leave
behind everything that
is  not  absolutely
essential to winning
the race. Our supreme example is Yahshua
Himself, the One who finished the race, and
out of pure love for us, paid for our sins, and
is now seated in the place of highest honor
and authority. We look to Him, not only as
our example, but as our Redeemer, our
source of strength, and our soon-coming
King!

LOOKING TO THE PR]NCE AND PERFECTER

STAKE, HAVING DESPISED THE SHAME;AND
SAT DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF THE
THRONE OF ELOHIM.

Ib'RIM (HEBREWS) 12:1-2

Romans 13:11
The time is now for
SRRl believers to cast off
THE HOURFORUSTO [V works of
Rl darkness, and to
live as people who
walk in the light,
3l taking on  the
spiritual armor of
light, Yahshua
Himself, for the
time of judgment
and ultimate victory
1s fast approaching!

AND DO THIS,
KNOWING THE TIME,

FROM
SLEEP,

rﬂ
FORNOW
: /

ELIVERANCE
IS NEARER
HAN WHEN
WE DID
BELIEVE.

ROMANS I3:11
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OF QUR BELIEE, JYIY, WHO FOR THEJOT
THAT WAS SET BEFORE HIM ENDURED THE*
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May all of your days be full of blessings and
resolve to continually walk in His wisdom
and light, as the day of our final redemption
draws nigh!

The fear of nin' is clj'ar],
standing forever

The right-rulings ofjnin!

are true Th

are n‘hteous

¢ {;her s ]

More’ deé;rﬁblé than gold,
“Fh i, much fine gold;

; And sweeter than honey

: "famd the honeycomb

Psalms 19:9-10

Pure worship, as prescribed in Yahweh's
Word, is sincere, not mixed with any
falsehood or impurity of any kind. His truth
1s constant, unchangeable, sacred, and
unquestionable, throughout all ages. His laws
declare His righteous will, by which He will
judge all at the last day. His Word, received
by faith, is more precious and valuable than
gold to our lives; it is sweeter than honey to
our souls. May your worship and meditations
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be pure and
full of joy in
His presence!
Psalms 4:4
May our true
zeal and
reverence for
Yahweh and
His righteous
ways be ever
our fervent
desire and
meditation, So
that we will
proceed no
further in sinning against Him. We must find
time in quietness and solitude to seriously
ask our hearts the hard questions and
thoroughly examine our ways. May we be
able to answer according to Abba Yahweh's
good purposes for our lives, that we are
seeking first His kingdom and righteousness,
unto His great honor and glory.

S/cuw/;m awe, andg "q’ﬁ/z tsin.

Search 7(1{.12 7229) 27 V27
o

on goue u"e&f
<
andbe stit?.
Selaki e~

7;75( /I" 73 4 4

1 John 1:7
Yahweh is
love and
peace and
hope and joy,
and 1s the
purest light.
He knows
that the
perfect place
of protection
and joy for
all His
children is to
remain in
fellowship with Him and to walk in the light
of His Son, the light of the world. May we
all enjoy blessed fellowship with our
brothers and sisters who are also living in
the light, as we, with great thanks and
praise, dwell in fellowship with our blessed
Savior, Himself, and with the great Father of
light and life and hope and love.

and the’ » 'QﬁJ‘!i#Messiah His

Son C}eaqses us from all sin:
&)

1John 1.7
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Isaiah 55:10

The water cycle “For as the rain comes down,

displays and the snow from the heavens,
Yahweh's genius and do not return there,
method of but water the earth,
sustaining life and make it bring forth and bud,
on earth. This is & N
how Yahweh's | \ AN
Word is to ]

N
and giveseed to the £we>

* and bréad to the é‘étgr, s is My Word

that"’y?"@s forth from My mouth - it

function in our
lives too. His

Word also

leaves the does not return to Me empty, but shall
heavens with a do what | please, and shall certainly
mission to

accomplish what | sent it for.
accomplish a

specific purpose
in us and in the
world. May we be ever mindful of Yahweh's
amazing creation and His powerful Word.
Abba Yahweh, may we drink from the life
that your Word offers, and help us to be like
water, rain and snow, in the world where you
send us. May you continually be inspired by
the Water of Life!

Isaiah 55:10-11

2 Timothy 2:15
The word of truth
which we hold to
must be diligently
and continuously
studied, not only
to understand how
to defend our
faith, but also to
reveal greater
truths, through
proof of the
evidence in the
Scriptures, with
sincerity and
faithfulness, to deliver the whole and pure
counsel of Yahweh. It requires great care in
believers to question and prove our faith,
with much reading, meditation, and prayer to
be sure that our doctrine and beliefs are
found to be true.

Be diligent to present
yourself approved
lo Yahweh,

a worker who
does not
need lo be
ashamed,
rightly
dividing

the zord of truth.
II Timothy 2:15
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I«or'x(mh 2
(Ielwel"gd._ my Ui
[from deatll,

o
ﬁ'om‘ mbling,
‘lhal I michbaalk

befvre Elolum
In the hgktL

of the living! =
Psalms 56:3. l3:

Psalms 56:3, 13

Yahweh opens our hearts to hear His message
of love, reminding us to trust who He is. He
is the Mighty One who shows the moon
where to hide until evening, the One who
made the walls fall with a shout, the Highest
Elohim who turned the sea into a highway,
who blankets the morning grass with dew
from heaven. He is the Great One who heals,
raises the dead to life, and holds time in His
mighty hands. He is faithful and His love is
everlasting. Faith is our compass that points
to true north. It isn’t always easy to have
faith, but it is always necessary. May our
faith in Him be unwavering in these perilous
times!

John 16:13

The Holy Spirit is our Guide sent to direct us
in our daily choices, and also to be the
truthful voice leading us into the
understanding of what Yahweh is trying to
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“BUT WHEN

HE COMES,

THE SPIRIT OF

THE TRUTH,

HE SHALL

GUIDE YOU

INTO ALL

_THE TRUTH...”

JOHN 16:13

reveal in His Word, understanding the truth,
as a gift of His mercy and love. May
our worship to Yahweh be always in spirit
and in truth as we thank Him for the gift of
the Holy Spirit, the constant guide in our

lives.
[xilnid

SABBATH
SERVICES ON DVD

View our weekly Sabbath ser-
vices at home on high-quality
DVDs. We have songs, ser-

monettes, special music offer-
ings and sermons on each DVD.
To receive a free introductory
set of two DVDs with infor-
mation about our
program, just contact us.
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Some time ago, after a discussion with a friend
on several topics, I was impressed by the strong
values we humans place on certain physical ob-
jects. In our discussion, my friend went into great
detail about his talk with an auto mechanic on the
relative merits of a certain automobile he wanted
to buy. He had reviewed the repair record, engi-
neering, handling, and road worthiness of the car.
He had even asked my recommendation on which
car he should buy. This friend also related that he
was planning to build a new house. He did not
agree with his father, however, on the style of the
house best suited for his needs. His father liked
two-story houses, but he preferred a ranch style.
His research showed that a one-story house was
easier to construct, was more economical and easi-
er to heat, among other advantages. He gave the
impression that he had extensively studied house
styles and plans to come up with all those facts.

Our discussion then turned to the merits of vari-
ous TVs. He recalled the many problems his par-
ents had with their brand, so he went to a friend
who was a TV repairman. He learned of some fea-
tures to look for when buying another one, and
some of the pitfalls as well. He became well-
versed in some of the more technical aspects of
knowing which one would be the best buy. As our
discussion progressed, I was struck with the
thought that here was an individual who wanted all
the facts before making up his mind. He seemed to
be open and willing to hear the pros and cons be-
fore making any decisions. We had been discuss-
ing temporal items, and he appeared to be a logical
and reasoning person. What could be more im-
portant than the spiritual aspect of life, those things
that are everlasting? Seeing this opportunity, I be-
gan the discussion of Yahweh's Word, planning to
show him some facts and to give him some litera-
ture he could study and prove from his Bible.

I had just started discussing the Bible when he
suddenly interrupted me. "Well, you know my
family has always been Catholic," he said, "and I
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am too. I figure what was good enough for my
folks is good enough for me." I was shocked. Just
when [ was complimenting him on his thorough
research and willingness to delve into the facts be-
fore making a purchase, he refused to do the same
investigation into his very salvation! He looked
thoroughly into things that he could enjoy for a
time during his earthly life of threescore and ten
years (Psalm 90:10), but expressed little interest in
studying and proving what really mattered.

Reflecting on this encounter with my friend, I
wondered where our values should lie? What
should occupy the center of our thoughts and activ-
ities? The Messiah must have had this in mind
when He said in Matthew 6:21, Where your
treasure is, there also is your heart. If we think
only of the worldly things. they will occupy our
desires. ambitions, and our activities. We will be
taken up with the objects and pursuits of the world
and have precious little time for what really counts.

Proving for ourselves the things we were taught
about the Bible requires effort, and a sincere desire
to know the truth, but we want everything simple
and easy. It is easy to leave the filing of our taxes
to someone else. Let the doctor tell us what is
wrong and give us a prescription for the cure. And
all too often we leave the religious aspects of our
life in the hands of the local pastor, yet our eternal
salvation is the most important concern of life!
Paul tells us to be diligent that we might be ap-
proved unto Yahweh, a workman that need not
be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth,
2 Timothy 2:15.

Although Scripture says the Assembly will have
ministers and teachers, it is incumbent upon each
individual to study for himself and "rightly divide
the word of truth." We are all responsible for our
own spiritual growth. It is up to us alone to devel-
op our spiritual life. We must emulate the noble
Bereans who searched the Scriptures daily to prove
to themselves what was true. They obtained all the
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facts on a scriptural subject before they decided
what course to follow, Acts. 17:11.

Advanced Study Aids Within Reach

We are given Yahweh's guidebook for life. It con-
tains the facts we must know to obtain salvation. All
Scripture is given by inspiration of Yahweh, and
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correc-
tion, for instruction in righteousness, that the
man of Yahweh may be perfect, thoroughly fur-
nished unto all good works, 2 Timothy 3:16. Alt-
hough Yahweh Himself inspired men to write down
His word—and these men wrote as they were moved
by the Holy Spirit—not all translations today are
entirely accurate. At times, man has inserted his pre-
conceived ideas and understanding when translating
from one language to another. Some Bibles follow
very closely the word for word rendition of the He-
brew and Greek texts. Others are paraphrased, giv-
ing us the underlying thought or idea. Quite often
man's ideas have crept into the translations.

Reading the Bible daily is uplifting and keeps our
minds on a higher spiritual plane. We today have
available added tools, however, to be even better
Bible scholars than were people and clergymen a
hundred years ago. Today there are many exhaustive
and analytical concordances, lexicons, word studies
and other references that go back to the original lan-

guages to show exact meanings necessary for true
worship. Certainly, we are living in the time spoken
of in Daniel 12:4, when knowledge shall be in-
creased. We can use the available tools to "rightly
divide the word of truth."

When You're Recalled by the Maker

Many new automobile owners are careful to take
their malfunctioning vehicle back to the dealer from
whom it was purchased. Some will complain that the
guarantee was not honored, and may be told they did
not operate the vehicle in accordance with the in-
struction manual. Because the manufacturer knows
what is best for his product, he includes with every
new car an owner's manual. The Bible is the owner's
manual of life. It instructs us both in this life and
about life to come. One day the Giver of life will
demand an accounting of what we have done on
earth. Will you be able to say you followed the in-
struction manual, the Bible, and have the Maker
honor His guarantee? Or will the guarantee of ever-
lasting life He promised be canceled in your case
because you did not read the instruction manual and
did not operate according to the Manufacturer's
specifications? An honest answer to that question
will give us direction and should also encourage us
to read and study Yahweh’s Word to show ourselves
approved!

i

How to Study the Bible

Proper Bible study can be very rewarding. Most
everyone possesses a Bible in their home, but very
few know how to understand it. This booklet is pro-
vided in the spirit of exhorting people to become Bi-

ble students.

If you learn some basic foundations in Bible study,
you will soon learn the Bible will interpret itself for
you as you discover how to harmonize the Bible from
Genesis to Revelation. So instead of searching for
passages to support our preconceptions, we begin our
Bible study with a clean slate and use the logic of dis-
covery. The Bible itself becomes our authority.

We approach our study with an open mind, and ask
questions of the text, allowing the Scriptures to speak

to us.

To learn more, request our FREE booklet, How to
Study the Bible Containing the Formula for Truth.
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THE

"TCONCLUSION™

By: C.G. Eckhoff

PEOPLE draw conclusions on a regular basis, as
part of everyday life. The conclusions we accept as
truth are what determine our perception of reality.
There are many things that influence a person to come
to one conclusion, or another. The main source of most
people’s conclusions is their own personal experience.
However, even these may be tainted with misconcep-
tions, whether accidental or desired. Many people
draw conclusions on the basis of less stable infor-
mation, like what they see on T.V., or what they read
in a newspaper or magazine. The merit of these
sources should be obvious, since their producers are
mercenary in nature. Some people draw conclusions
from what they’ve been told by a friend or family
member. Although this information may be offered in
good faith, it lacks merit as well, because the origin of
their information is unknown. Some may even come to
a conclusion based on what a car salesman or lawyer
tells them. Although such information borders on the
ludicrous at times, people will believe, if what they are
being told is what they wanted to hear, or had already
concluded themselves. Conclusions may also be drawn
through the use of logic. However, the foundations of
logic are typically theory, or a mathematical type of
formula that has yet to be found false.

Considering all this, in order to determine absolute
truth, it is necessary to carefully inspect and objective-
ly weigh the factors that build our concept of reality.
All pertinent evidence should be gathered, examined,
and tested from every angle and aspect. This is particu-
larly important regarding the conclusions we accept as
truth about the existence of, and scripture regarding,
the Creator of all things. What could be of greater im-
portance? What could possibly cast more influence
into our lives than the perceived truth we carry within
ourselves regarding the Source of life, and the reason
for our existence? It gives one pause to consider the
tremendous weight involved in the outcome of this,
which is ultimately the most important conclusion at
which one can arrive.

King Solomon, who is considered one of the wisest
men in history, wrote, Now all has been heard; here
is the conclusion of the matter: fear Elohim and
keep His commandments, for this is the whole duty
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of man (Ecclesiastes 12:13). I want to make certain
that a couple of things regarding this scripture are
clearly understood. The word fear is not meant to con-
vey the message, “be afraid of.” Rather, it means, we
are to “show reverence” or “respect.” Also, “Elohim”
was used in the original Hebrew scripture, but has
been replaced by the word “God” in most Bibles. The
word “Elohim” typically denotes “divine authority.”
There are many such substitutions that have taken
place in the process of translation from the original
Hebrew Scripture to our modern day Bible. I encour-
age you to research this truth further.

Many people come to a different conclusion than the
one Solomon came to, perhaps because it is human
nature to seek the easiest way to accomplish a desired
goal and it is often more difficult to do the right thing.
The wisest way is not often the easiest. When you
change a flat tire on your car, you don’t leave half of
the lug nuts off because it’s easier. You know the car
manufacturer put that many lug nuts on the wheel for a
good reason. Sure, two or three lug nuts will hold a tire
on sufficiently to drive a vehicle, but, you know it in-
creases your chances of losing that tire. When your life
or the lives of your loved ones rests on the result of
your actions, you will typically put all the lug nuts on
the tire. Call this wisdom, or good sense, but it just
boils down to the right thing to do. This is a simple
example, but understand, doing the right thing will al-
ways save you worry, grief, and possibly, your life or
the life of someone you love.

So, how do we know what is the right thing to do? In
the case of the tire, common sense tells us what is
right. In the way we behave socially, and in personal
relationships, we have laws for guidelines. There is a
problem with man-made laws though. They are subject
to change. It has been said, “What is popular is not al-
ways right, and what is right is not always popular.”
You have seen that what is legal today, according to
man-made law, may be illegal tomorrow. And what is
illegal today may be legal tomorrow. This can cause
confusion, disharmony, frustration and pain in the pop-
ulous of a nation, or in the mind of an individual.
However, we have a set of laws regarding our social
relationships and moral conduct that do not change.
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They are called “The Ten Commandments,” some-
times referred to as “The Mosaic Law.” These laws
have been translated and transcribed from the He-
brew “Torah,” which is considered Holy Scripture. I
find it interesting that nearly everyone I’ve ever spo-
ken to about the moral concepts of “The Ten Com-
mandments” agrees that the world would be a better
place if everyone adhered to them. Yet many of those
same people deny the existence of a Sovereign Crea-
tor of the universe. In addition, they themselves
choose to disobey the “Mosaic Law” on a regular
basis. Why is this so? Some people choose to live
contrary to the rules which they know would make
the world a better place because it is easier to do
what they want to do, rather than what they ought to
do. It is easier to believe we will not be held account-
able for our actions.

For the Son of Man is going to come in His Fa-
ther’s glory with His angels, and then He will re-
ward each person according to what he has done
(Matthew 16:27).

For we must all appear before the judgment seat
of Yahshua, that each one may receive what is due
him for the things done while in the body, wheth-
er good or bad (2 Corinthians 5:10).

I dispersed them among the nations, and they
were scattered through the countries; I judged
them according to their conduct and their actions
(Ezekiel 36:19).

I, Yahweh, search the heart and examine the
mind, to reward a man according to his conduct,
according to what his deeds deserve (Jeremiah
17:10).

The day of Yahweh is near for all nations. As
you have done, it will be done to you; your deeds
will return upon your own head (Obadiah 15).

Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with
Me, and I will give to everyone according to what
he has done (Revelation 22:12).

Whether we find it easy, or hard, obedience to Yah-
weh’s Word is commanded. Yahshua said, Whoever
has My commands and obey them, he is the one
who loves Me. He who loves Me will be loved by
My Father, and I too will love him and show My-
self to him (John 14:21). If anyone loves Me, he
will obey My teaching. My Father will love him
and We will come to him and make Our home
with him. He who does not love Me will not obey
My teaching. These words you hear are not My
words; they belong to the Father who sent Me
(John 14:23-24).

It is my prayer that whoever reads these words may
sense the truth of Yahweh, be convicted by the Holy
Spirit and submit in obedience to the teaching of
Yahshua. This is the conclusion of the whole matter.

HalleluYah!

MAN CHANGED YAHWEH’S DAY OF WORSHIP

"The emperor Constantine, a convert to Christianity, introduced the first civil legislation concerning Sunday
in 321, when he decreed that all work should cease on Sunday, except that farmers could work if necessary. This
law, aimed at providing time for worship, was followed later in the same century and in subsequent centuries by
further restrictions on Sunday activities,' Encyclopaedia Britannica, 15th ed., '"Sunday," p. 672.

"It being expedient to overthrow superstition, the Jewish holiday was abolished and as a thing necessary to
retain decency, order, and peace in the Church ... the early Christians substituted what we call the Lord's Day
for the Sabbath," John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, 1, p. 343.

"They (the Catholics) refer to the Sabbath-day as having been changed into the Lord's Day, contrary to the
Decalogue [Ten Commandments] as it seems. Neither is there any example whereof they make more than con-
cerning the changing of the Sabbath-day. Sunday is not celebrated in Christendom by [Yahweh's] command.
Great, say they, is the power of the Church, since it has dispensed with one of the Ten Commandments," Augs-
burg Confession, Art. 28, p. 24.

"In the New Law, the observance of the Lord's Day took the place of the observance of the Sabbath, not by
virtue of the precept (Fourth Commandment) but by the institution of the church," Summa Theologica, Art. 4,
IL. p. 1702.

"It is barely imaginable that first day Sabbath observance ... commenced before the Jerusalem council (C.E.
49). Nor can we stop there. We must go on to maintain that first day Sabbath observance cannot easily be un-
derstood as a phenomenon of the apostolic age and of apostolic authority at all,"” M.M.B. Turner, From Sabbath
to Lovd's Day, a Biblical, Historical and Theological Investigation, p. 198.
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Sabbatical &
Jubilee Years

By: DeWitt Smith (Reprint)

The key to understanding the prophecies concerning
the Messiah's return involves understanding the Sab-
baths of Yahweh. There are many kinds of Sabbaths.
Besides the weekly Sabbath, there are seven yearly Sab-
baths. There is also the septennial Sabbath that lasts an
entire year and occurs every seventh year. Then there is
the Jubilee Sabbath that also lasts an entire year and oc-
curs every fiftieth year. Finally, there is the millennial
Sabbath of 1,000 years. We will focus on the Jubilee
Sabbaths here because they are pivotal in calculating
long-range events.

A Jubilee year always follows seven Sabbatical years
or seven times seven years. The Jubilee year was always
the year of release in which debts were cancelled. Any
person who had sold himself into slavery would become
a free man. If he had a mortgage on his land, he could
have that mortgage cancelled. At least once in a person's
life, a man would experience a Jubilee year, or perhaps
two, if he lived a long life. This has a spiritual signifi-
cance in that the Messiah came the first time to liberate
all of us from the bondage of sin and death. He is com-
ing the second time to redeem His possessions.

A remark that Yahshua made in the synagogue of
Nazareth gives us a clue in determining these Jubilee
Sabbaths. If we can locate just one Jubilee year, we can
work forward or backward from that date. We cannot
proclaim the Jubilees with total certainty since Israel did
not keep records of the Jubilee Sabbaths as they did
their seven-year Sabbaths. In fact, there is no secular or
biblical evidence that they were ever observed by Israel.
Yet they were commanded to keep them.

Yahshua and Jubilee Equals Release

I believe that the year Yahshua preached His sermon
at Nazareth was a Jubilee year, when He used a quote
from Isaiah 61:1-2 in Luke 4:16-19: The Spirit of
Yahweh is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to
preach the good news to the poor; He has sent Me to
heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the
captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at
liberty them that are bruised, to preach the accepta-
ble year of Yahweh (King James Version).

Yahshua our Messiah did not read the last phrase of
verse 2 because it applies to the Day of Judgment. This
is a good example of rightly dividing the Word of Truth.
It is evident that the year Yahshua read this verse from
the Prophet Isaiah was a year of release. The purpose of
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the Jubilee Sabbath was to bring relief to the poor, to
deliver the captive, and to bring liberty or freedom
again to those who had been sold into slavery. Yahshua
then said, Today is the Scripture fulfilled in your
ears.

The possibility exists that He was alluding to the Sab-
batical year rather than the Jubilee year, since the Jews,
in the time of Yahshua were not observing the Jubilee
years. Yet this need not exclude it from being the proper
year for a Jubilee.

While the Sabbatical Sabbath did bring relief to the
poor, it did not bring liberty to those who had been sold
into slavery as the Jubilee law demanded (Leviticus
25:8-14). This speaks of complete liberation--the ac-
ceptable year of Yahweh. The "acceptable year" is
reminiscent of the year of Jubilee, when not only debts
were cancelled, but also slaves were freed. His remark
had particular significance because He came to deliver
us all from the captivity of Satan and from the bondage
of sin.

His Ministry Begins

Now the question is, can we locate the date Yahshua
delivered His message in the synagogue of Nazareth
that Sabbath morning? I believe we can. There is docu-
mentary evidence today showing that Yahshua was born
in the fall of the year, 3 BCE, and that He was baptized
in the fall of 27 C.E. The difficulty in pinpointing the
exact date that He would have given the sermon at Naz-
areth is because the evangel writers did not always list
events in the life of Yahshua in their chronological or-
der. From reading Matthew, Mark and Luke, it would
seem that Yahshua began His ministry in Galilee imme-
diately after His baptism and His temptation in the wil-
derness. Luke mentions the incident of the sermon at
Nazareth as if it had occurred at the beginning of His
ministry, but this was not the case.

Yahshua officially began His ministry at Jerusalem by
publicly driving the money changers out of the Temple.
That occurred in the Jewish year 27-28 or in the spring
of 28 C.E. Both John the Baptist and Yahshua were
ministering in the area in and around Judea at the same
time.

The Apostle John is the only one of the four Evangel
writers who records the early Judean ministry of
Yahshua. Not until jealousy developed among some of
John's disciples over who was baptizing more people
did Yahshua leave Judea to make a temporary journey
up north to Galilee (John 3:23-24; 4:1-3).

While up in Galilee, Yahshua again visited Cana,
where He performed His first miracle and ministered in
the region around the Sea of Galilee (John 4:45-47).
After a short ministry there, He returned to Jerusalem to
attend an unnamed feast. He worked in the region of
Judea again until John the Baptist was imprisoned.

Now after John was put in prison, Yahshua came
into Galilee, preaching the Glad Tidings of the King-
dom of Yahweh (Mark 1:14). This was not the case
when Yahshua first left Judea to go into Galilee, as John
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was still preaching (John 3:23- 24; 4:1-3). It was when
He heard that John was imprisoned that He returned to
Galilee and it was at that time, while in Galilee, that He
preached the sermon at Nazareth. If Yahshua had come
to Nazareth the first time He came into Galilee, the
Apostle John does not say so, and we cannot assume
from silence that He did.

Seven Cycles Bring Jubilee

The early ministry of Yahshua in Judea was during
the Sabbatical year 27-28 C.E., and most of His minis-
try was spent there that year. It was the following year
that Yahshua was at Nazareth and preached the sermon
that alluded to a Jubilee year. A Jubilee year always
follows a Sabbatical year once every 49 years. A Jubi-
lee Sabbath is a Sabbath that follows the close of seven
Sabbatical years (7 x 7=49 + 1 = 50).

Some difference of opinion exists in the counting of a
Jubilee year, but the consensus of most scholars is that,
while the Jubilee year is always the 50th year after the
completion of seven Sabbatical cycles, or 49 years, the
first year of the Jubilee cycle is also the first year of the
ensuing Sabbatical cycle. In other words, one Jubilee to
the next covers exactly 49 years. Because Yahshua was
baptized at the beginning of the Sabbatical year of 27-
28 C.E., and because His ministry began at Nazareth a
year later, and because His remarks implied a Jubilee
Sabbath--then we have a Jubilee date from which we
can work both forward and backward in time.
Sabbatical Years

The dates for the Sabbatical years are based on the
meticulous research of Jewish scholar Ben Zion
Wacholder. His work is entitled, The Calendar of Sab-
batical Cycles During the Second Temple and the Early
Rabbinic Period, published by the Hebrew Union Col-
lege, Cincinnati,1973.

The following Sabbatical years are documented by
historical evidence:

e 163-162 B.C.E.-- Judas Maccabee's defeat at Beth-
zur (1 Maccabees 6:48-57).

e 135-134 B.C.E. and 37-36 B.C.E. (Josephus, the
Jewish historian, concerning Simon the Hasmonean and
Herod's conquest of Jerusalem. This would mean that
98 years, or the equivalent of 14 Sabbatical years, inter-
vened between these two Jubilee Sabbaths).

e 41-42 C.E.--King Agrippa 1 recited the section of
Deuteronomy 31:10-13 that was required to be done
according to the law (see Mishnah Sotah 7:8).

e 55-56 C.E.--A document written in Aramaic was
discovered that states that the second year of Nero was
a Sabbatical year.

e 69-70 C.E.--A Jewish work called the "Seder Olam"
can be interpreted as indicating that the Temple of Jeru-
salem was destroyed in a Sabbatical year.

e 132-133 C.E.--A document discovered which states
that Bar Kochba's revolt of the Jews against the Romans
occurred on a Sabbatical year.
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e 237-238 C.E --The ruins of an old synagogue were
discovered recently, having a mosaic dating the Jewish
year 4,000 to the second year of the Sabbatical cycle.

e 531-532 C.E.--There is a reference in the Jewish
Talmud (Sanh 97 b) that the Messiah will release the
world from the bondage of corruption in the year 4,291
of the Jewish calendar. This was believed to be a Sab-
batical year.

The 70 "sevens" of years in Daniel 9 consist of 10
Jubilee periods (49 x 10 = 490 years). Could there be
any significance to 50 of those Jubilees? If so, there is a
time gap elapsing from the time that Yahshua stated,
Your house is left unto you desolate (Matthew
23:38), to the time that Israel will once again be
brought into a New Covenant relationship with the
Messiah, which could be a period of 1,963 years.

If we date that rejection as occurring in the year 31,
after 483 years of that prophecy had expired, then their
acceptance could occur 1,963 years later. If we add the
70 years of the captivity of Israel, we have a period of
2,520 years. The date 1994 was one of many Sabbatical
years.

Nothing Left to Chance

The Apostle John wrote the Book of Revelation from
revelations given to him by the Messiah Yahshua. The
book pertains specifically to people who will be living
in the last days. During the last 3% years, a powerful
world dictator will rule over ...all Kindreds, and
tongues and nations (Revelation 13:7). He is called in
the Scripture the Beast and the anti-Messiah. Satan
will be manifested in him, controlling his every thought
and action. No one knows for certain when his false
messiah will appear. But when he does, it may just be a
matter of counting 1,260 days, or 3'%2 years before
Yahshua comes with His angels to establish His King-
dom. I do not believe that the time element of
Yahshua's second coming is based on the conditional
readiness of His elect saints as many teach, but rather
on the time schedule that Yahweh has foreordained.
Nothing in the past has been left to chance. Everything
in the past has been on scheduled time--Yahshua's birth,
His baptism, and His death (Daniel 9:24-27; Matthew
26:18; John 7:6). Even the time to favor Zion (lsrael)
was a set time (Psalm 102:13; Isaiah 60:22). Every-
thing has been foreordained in accordance with Yah-
weh's own time schedule and eternal purpose
(Ephesians 1:5-10; 3:11). Yahshua (our Husband) will
surely come to this earth at the day appointed
(Proverbs 7:20). Because these Sabbaths serve as
signs, this date appointed will very likely be on one of
Yahweh’s feast Sabbaths.

He Brings His Reward

The Scriptures are sometimes hidden from those who
do not thirst for its understanding and revealed to those
who do. Many obscure passages in the Psalms and in
the writings of the Prophets, which allude to the first
coming of the Messiah, have been read in the past by
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people who did not understand their meaning. For ex-
ample, how many Jews, when they read: As many
were astonied at thee; His visage was so marred
more than any man, and His form more than the
sons of men (Isaiah 52:14), realized that this referred
to the cruel treatment that Yahshua received at their
hands?

They, too, should have realized that the passage in
Zechariah concerning the,
thirty pieces of silver!
(Zechariah 11:12) had
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When Yahshua the Messiah ascended on High from
the grave, He was given all power and authority, in-
cluding the right to bestow the gift of eternal life (see
Psalm 68:18 and Ephesians 1:20-22). He took with
Him a bag of money, which will be distributed as re-
wards to those who are justified in His sight to receive
them. For the goodman is not at home; He is gone
on a long journey: He has taken a bag of money
with Him and will come home. Notice the
phrase ...He will come home. That agrees with Luke
19:12 and John 14:1-3. When will He return? Will He
come tomorrow? No, His return will be on schedule,
...at the day appointed (Proverbs 7:19- 20).
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Sabbaths Crucial for Messiah's Return
The return of the Messiah will be according to a set
or appointed time. The note in Strong's Concordance
states, regarding the word “appointed,” that it is a
"festival appointed time." It is not clear when this festi-
val appointed time will be, but because it is an appoint-
ed, set time it could very well occur on one of the feast
Sabbaths. The column footnote reference on Proverbs
—7:20 says in some versions
that it is on a new moon, such
as Trumpets. Other versions
state that it refers to the full
moon, which means His re-
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ly one Jubilee Sabbath re-
mains. May we not be so engrossed in this world that
we do not watch for our Bridegroom to come. But
know this, that if the Goodman of the house had
known in what watch the thief would come, he
would have watched, and would not have suffered
his house to be broken up. Therefore, you be also
ready: for in such an hour as you think not, the Son
of Man comes (Matthew 24:43-44).

By observing Yahweh's calendar, including the new
moons, Sabbatical and Jubilee years, you will be
watchful and ready when Yahshua the Messiah returns
in all His glory to establish His millennial Kingdom!

F—

Page 17



THE

Master Key T
401 N RObyFarrn Rd ROCHEPORT, MO

Rocheport, MO 65279 PERMITNO.7

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

[=] sl

MOVING? HeLp us SAVE MONEY ON EVERY ISSUE BY SENDING US YOUR NEW ADDRESS!

Here’s the truth
about what happens
when we die!

Are we immediately whisked off in-
to the heavens to be with the angels?
Are we dead and that is the end of
us? Are we reincarnated into some-
thing better or worse?

Find the answers to these and oth-
er questions in these two FREE
booklets, “Do Good People Go to
Heaven?” and “What Will Happen to
the Unsaved Dead?”

Everyone speculates about what
happens after we die. The Bible gives
us clear and comncise answers that
give us hope and comfort!

Write, e=mail or call us today for
your FREE copy of “Do Good People
Go to Heaven?” and “What Will
Happen to the Unsaved Dead?”




